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Preface 2 nd Edition 


The original book was published to accompany the publication of the Mushaf 
in Arabic by the Qur’an Project. It was designed to serve as a quick reference 
for the reciter and therefore details in the book were kept to a minimum. As 
a result, there were a number of shortcomings; narrations did not include full 
isnads (chains of narration) and there was some confusion about why the 
book had more than forty Hadith. Both these issues have been addressed in 
the second edition and it now includes complete isnads with extensive 
referencing. As for why the book contains more than forty narrations, this 
can be explained as follows; 

• The book revolves around 30 key principles that the Hamil al-Qur’an 
(Bearer of the responsibility of the Qur’an) should understand. 

• These principles or maxims are expounded upon by over 80 
narrations and sayings. 

• Of these 80 or so narrations, a total of 40 Prophetic Hadith on the 
Qur’an have been earmarked for special attention; signifying their 
importance and relevance to our modern times. These 40 Hadith 
will serve to illustrate the importance and criticality of learning and 
implementing the guidance of the Qur’an. 

The narrations I chose to include in the book, primarily serve to establish key 
ideas in our minds. In the current times of Fitnah (tribulations), where 
scholars of Truth are targeted, silenced, imprisoned and killed, the masses of 
Muslims have begun to misunderstand exactly what their roles and 
responsibilities are with respect to the Qur’an. Insha-Allah, these narrations 
will provide significant clarity in this area. 

There is also an audio lecture explaining the Hadith which can be downloaded 
from www.quranproject.org. You can also download the free PDF version of 
this book. 
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In summary, the 30 principles are as follows; 


Principle 1: The Magnificence, Grandeur and Superiority of the 
Qur’an 

Principle 2: Preserved, Accurate and Undistorted 
Principle 3: Having Doubt in the Qur’an is Kufr (disbelief) 

Principle 4: Level of Prophethood 

Principle 5: Reciting the Qur’an is a Light for You 

Principle 6: The Qur’an is an Intercessor 

Principle 7: The Qur’an should Lead you. If you Place it in Front of 
you, it will Lead you to Paradise. Placing it Behind you, results in 
Entering Hell. 

Principle 8: The Qur’an is an Evidence — For You or Against You 
Principle 9: Give Da’wah using the Qur’an 
Principle 10: The Best amongst the Muslims 

Principle 11: Amongst all the Creation — Whose Faith is most 
Astounding? 

Principle 12: Legislation belongs to Allah 

Principle 13: Disunity, Discord and Infighting when Leaders do not 
Rule by the Qur’an 

Principle 14: The Importance of Studying and Teaching the Qur’an 
Principle 15: Parents Honoured due to a Child’s Relationship with the 
Qur’an 

Principle 16: A Warning Whom Not to Learn the Qur’an from 
Principle 17: A Warning to those who Misuse the Qur’an and have an 
Incorrect/Corrupt Intention 

Principle 18: A Warning to those Who Interpret the Qur’an 
Insincerely, Without Knowledge and merely following Personal 
Opinions 

Principle 19: Argumentation 

Principle 20: Tadabbur (Pondering) on the Deep Meanings of the 
Qur’an 

Principle 21: Etiquettes and Virtues of Reciting the Qur’an 
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Principle 22: The Prophet Muhammad’s ft Relationship with the 
Qur’an 

Principle 23: The Walking Qur’an 

Principle 24: Virtue of the Memorizers of the Qur’an 

Principle 25: Not using Memorized Ayat in the Prayer causes 

Forgetfulness 

Principle 26: Holding on to the Qur’an with Strength means You will 
Never go Astray 

Principle 27: The role of the Qur’an during times of Fitnah and 
Confusion 

Principle 28: “Learn the Book of Allah and Follow it” 

Principle 29: A Time will come when People will lose the 
Understanding of the Qur’an 

Principle 30: Make the Heart Flourish with the Qur’an 

Upon completion of the Hadith collection, the reader will find advice for the 
Hamil al-Qur’an (Bearer of the Qur’an). These primarily revolve around how 
we should approach the study of the Qur’an. This is followed by a discussion 
about the authenticity of the narrations used in this collection. Finally, there 
is a list of certain duas from the Qur’an. 

May Allah Jte, allow us to memorise, benefit and implement the words 
of the Prophet Muhammad |§f. O Allah, make us of those who are the People 
of the Qur’an, Bearers of the Qur’an, Companions of the Qur’an; who live 
by the Qur’an, call to the Qur’an, judge by the Qur’an and who recite it, learn 
it and ponder over it night and day. O Allah let the Qur’an be a Hujjah (proof) 
in our favour and not against us (anieen). 

A.B. al-Mehri 

The Qur’an Project 
Birmingham, U.K 

Ramadhan, 1441 (May 2020) 
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Principle 1: The Magnificence, Grandeur and Superiority 

of the Qur’an 

<UJt lyt AjijJ J4?- ^ip OT^aJl iXa tdjjf ^ 

“If We had sent down this Qur’an upon a mountain, you would have seen 
it humbled and split asunder from fear of Allah.. „” 1 


Hadith no. 1 of 40: 

-by ^ ^ ..lIA :slA Q; hj-L>- cf- UjJlJ- :Jls 

*u!p am! <J> Cj^~ 0^” cy. 

o' i o'e j, ' i 'i O J, fO s S * > * 

y-4ij \j» S"".ij cMJJiJl 4 JJ-P *— 

aiip ^Lp dill jJUi ^JlP 4)t 


Abu Sa’eed (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah H said; 

“.. .The superiority of the speech of Allah compared to all other speech is 
like the superiority of Allah over His creation.” 2 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

dii tyjl ^P A dill aA lif-lA Qli 

jlT iiYj tJ-AJ' <ul p <Uiw U t^lap! ^1) U jju-j yJp aS)I *J\ (JvS 

i*j£i OyS"! Ot yfe til Sio oi^jf £-j c~oj' 


1 Surah al-Hashr 59:21. 

2 Tirmidhi no. 2926. Hasan gharib according to Tirmidhi. Similar wording in Hilyat 
al-Awliya by Isbahani, Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 1860. Quoted in Sharh Usool 
I’tikad by al-Lalaka’i, al-Istiqamah by Ibn Taymiyyah and in Tafsir Qurtubi. 
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Abu Hurairah (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“There was not a Prophet from amongst the Prophets, except that he was 
given the like of (miracles) upon which people believed. (As for me), I have 
been given Wahy (Divine Inspiration) which Allah has revealed to me, and 
therefore I hope that my followers will outnumber the followers of the other 
Prophets on the Day of Resurrection.” 3 


Supplementary Hadith (B): 

y,\s. jjI j C(j) ly. 'Tpiij lil-U- lyy- : J'-® 

jUb aSU AojcAj *jaS' .jLihotj c jA 01 

jll . tLilyi Jll j?' jPj JlS . 5?' Jk*-® J*' cs^ 

01 hi J^p jb . ^ifp yjifj jb J-^Ap ci~2Ap~.'0 

4j jiajj Uljii olx£ll lii£ jjJj ill 6) jll j! jvh-y yip aS)I 


Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“Indeed Allah raises, through this Book, some peoples and lowers others.” 4 


3 Sahih Bukhari no. 4981 and Sahih Muslim no. 152. Unlike the tangible miracles of 
the previous Prophets like the splitting of the sea of Musa, the main miracle of the 
Prophet Muhammad ft, was the Qur’an itself. The effectiveness of the tangible 
miracles would have their greatest impact on eyewitnesses and their full impact 
would end with the death of these witnesses. If we ask a Jew or Christian to show 
us the miracles of the Prophet Musa or Isa — they both would submit that it is not 
within human power to demonstrate any of those miracles now. The Prophet Musa 
cannot be asked to split the sea again and the Prophet Isa cannot be called to raise 
people from the dead. For us today, these miracles are historical reports. Yet if a 
Muslim is asked about the greatest miracle of the Prophet Muhammad ft, he can 
readily show the Qur’an — for the Qur’an is a miracle which remains in our hands, 
and can therefore be examined by anybody today. The logical outcome of this is 
that the impact of the miracle of the Qur’an is far more widespread and far- 
reaching amongst humanity. 

4 Sahih Muslim no. 996. 
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Principle 2: Preserved, Accurate and Undistorted 


<0 &\j hJJj lil 

“Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur’an and indeed, 
We will be its guardian.” 5 


Hadith no. 2 of 40: 

co' y y*^ <yp cabo y* tdjlAJ' y\ IjIIjI dd c au! aA dr? bap bys-' Qli 

i tXXj o ij.' a^>^ AX«hs- d§ d y i ~- ? *uLp ax' . Ail' dy-Aj a lx db tAX' a^p ^p 

dja*U tlM aJ *U a!La2j ^ d’'^ 2 *’ 4 Ai)' oa^_> d^b p dj^l Cc Up 

all' dalxS" oJ.d-1 


Jabir ibn Abdullah (ra) reports that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 
“.. .The most accurate and truthful speech is the Book of Allah.. .” 6 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

^jA JgjtU'j — cOAap jU~j dr? a^slj t^oJ' dr? a^sXj t l)LAp ^o?' *d^a 

ax' aA ^jP toalxl ^P c,1 yiJS- c^Laa* dr? atda blab hlli — ^AfJ' U oLAp 

d oh dh dp ax' Ail' a' c^roL>AJl jlay ^j? ( jl?hp aA O 3 - 

d*A>- 'alp Alla db d}T'-A yy. ^oIp IT ^algir- U ^dUjp' <!)' dd Si' axAs- 
U jkfcb' O-yAS (V^jja dU yidlo-li jAjLUJ' y^|3 yiAAllA- t^aUp oils- di|3 
^jQp A’jS' d^' d! y^ 3 h?' jtj 'jLhlb aj djd a b ^ lyAA? O' ^jQa' 3 yl aadl>-' 


5 Surah al-Hijr 15:9. 

6 Sunan an-Nasa’i no. 1578, Musnad Abu Dawud at-Taylasi no. 385, Mu’jam al- 
Kabeer by Tabrani no. 8531, Bazzar no. 2055 and Sahih Ibn al-Khuzaymah. 
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3^3 ‘-r J k 5 dl 3^' 3"* ^kak 

jUiLj UJU ojjjij iUJi 4 -L~xj 


Iyad b. Himar (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah it, while delivering a 
sermon one day said that Allah said; 

“.. ..1 have sent you (O Prophet) in order to put you to test and put those to 
test through you. And I sent upon you the Book which cannot be washed 
away by water, so that you may recite it while in the state of sleep and being 
awake.” 7 


Saying: 


Ip t^A a*—yah i taill :3k 

CAill * _’tlS”" ' , r ; A 3^1 3k Ai)l 

tA)jb ke^p 


Ibn Abbas (ra) said, “How can you ask the people of the Scriptures about 
their Books while you have the Book of Allah which is the most recent of the 
Books revealed by Allah - and you read it in its pure undistorted form?” 8 


7 Sahih Muslim no. 2865a. 

8 Sahih Bukhari no. 7522. The Qur’an is preserved and pure, whereas previous 
scriptures were corrupted or lost. In terms of human writings, books represent the 
knowledge available to a writer at a certain time and place. As a result, books 
become obsolete after some time due to the information being found to be either 
false or incomplete, raising the need for them to be revised or re-written. This is the 
case for the writings of every physicist, scientist or philosopher. No human being 
has ever written a comprehensive book with absolute perfection and certainty of 
knowledge. It is also the case that a writer usually has knowledge of a specific 
subject or a few related subjects. For example, one can write about history or 
economics or philosophy or physics etc. But it is not possible for a human being to 
write simultaneously on a great variety of different subjects with such in-depth and 
accurate information. The Qur’an, God’s final revelation, speaks about the origins 
of the universe, movements of celestial bodies, stages of human embryonic 
development, behavioural patterns of species, historical and archaeological tmths 
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Principle 3: Having Doubt in the Qur’an is Kufr (disbelief) 


jydUdt Oj j-5 *'*9 V4j ^ JjjxS 

“The revelation of the Book is, without any doubt, from 
the Lord of the worlds.” 9 


Hadith no. 3 of 40: 

(jl QyU — yjl ~ U2'_L>- yj LlLU- QlS 

Of f° 0 ' s , jj; ,, ^ .. 

jflTOtJiJl j JU yL'j a*Ip aj)l /cyll yi- to)Q& y/ y£" c^uL* 


Abu Huraira (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“.. .Having doubt in the Qur’an is Kufr (disbelief).. ..” 10 


etc. The Qur’an contains over 6,000 Ayat (verses) with over 70,000 words and yet, 
it is a fact, that not a single verse contradicts any established fact. 

9 Surah as-Sajdah 32:2. 

10 Abu Dawud no. 4603. Similar wording in Musnad Ahmad no. 7989, Mustadrak 
al-Hakim no. 2/223, an-Nasa’i al-Kubra no. 8039 and Sahih Ibn Hibban. Quoted in 
Ta’arud al-Aql wa Naql by Ibn Taymiyyah vo. 1. 

Doubt can be defined as a feeling of uncertainty or lack of conviction. From a 
spiritual perspective, doubt is a disease of the Qalb (Heart) and sins committed by 
an individual affect their ability to attain certainty in faith. There is a direct 
correlation between sins and the ability of the Heart as an organ of understanding 
of the metaphysical. Certainty (Yaqin) is the polar opposite of doubt. Whereas 
doubt causes a person anxiety, sadness and depression, certainty brings about 
happiness and contentment. Having said this, uncomfortable thoughts that come to 
our mind do not contradict Yaqin. These can actually serve as evidence for the 
existence of Iman (faith). The Prophet ft was asked; “O Messenger of God, verily 
we perceive in our minds that which any one of us would consider too grave to 
even express.” The Prophet ft replied, “Do you really have such thoughts?” They 
said, “Yes.” Upon this he said, “That is the manifestation of faith.. .’’(Sahih 
Muslim). Imam an-Nawawi explains how such thoughts paradoxically indicate 
strong faith. He explains that the person’s reaction to such involuntary thoughts 
indicates that they are protective of their faith and wish to ensure its security. The 
reason they feel uncomfortable and blasphemous is because faith is present. If there 
was no faith, these thoughts would not cause any anxiety. 
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Principle 4: Level of Prophethood 

jjs U Ji\a.fi\ 'ji"X Jt tilyj' “f 

“Then We made inheritors of the Book those whom 
We chose of our slaves.. -” 11 


Hadith no. 4 of 40: 

^jl_A l)LAp ce£.ti-t*Uj' aiil -Up ^ -AA ^ -AA y) Qy>-' :<JlS 

-Up ^p cAjj *ei*j ^P tTjj ^ Alp- Lj tO^J 3^ iS^ A cJijlL <jJ ^j)11 y. jjJAp A 
4 J-U—' 1 -UL£ 0 1jill' IjJ <i j^ : (JlJ uip <A t Q_A Aill (J^aAj A C^pliJ' J^Ap Aill 

t A?- ^4 -b; Ol OTyiJl ^ytAj ^ t<uJj ^ At jy 

jui ill ^AT iiyr Jj 3 - 0 - 3 r“ £° ()■& 


Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah §5 said; 
“Whoever recites the Qur’an secures (knowledge of) prophethood within his 
ribs (bosom), though Divine Revelation has not been sent upon him. It does 
not befit one endowed with the Qur’an that he should be indignant with those 
in anger, nor should he indulge in any act of ignorance with those who are 
ignorant, while the Speech of Allah Almighty is with him in his chest .” 12 


11 Surah Fatir 35:32. 

12 Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 2028 and Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2353. Similar 
wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 29953, Akhlaq Hammaltul Qur’an by 
Ajurri no.15, Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani no. 14575 (quoted in Tafsir Ibn Kathir). 
Included in Targheeb wa-Tarheeb by al-Mundhiri and Tafsir Dur al-Manthur by as- 
Suyuti. Mentioned in Ibn Kathir under the discussion of Surah 2:267 related to the 
memorisation of the Qur’an.The following narration adds two important points to 
the overall meaning. Firstly, the importance of “acting on” and implementing the 
Qur’an and secondly, the proportionate amount of what is achieved; 

Uj-U- 1 jj ■ ^• a A -UU. Uj-U- to-bP -UM U-U- jj ■ a .u y\ Ll.u- U yS uyui 


aj J^pj AQii' cAj .b-l (4^3 ?4 p A! us' JTti 3^ :Jti y ^ Up i^U p y 

Uai *u J-Ai <US"OT^ah A-A A-' Uii OlyiJ' *A-A -b-l jpj iS^AJt CAi A-' Uai 
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Principle 5: Reciting the Qur’an is a Light for You 

UvMaA | lUjj 

. .And We have revealed to you a clear light.” 13 


Hadith no. 5 of 40: 

^ ^ if- Cf- CS- Cf- : J^S 

~Lp j aJIj a^p i^ji 

( j^P ? J_Al^- ^jp ? C-*d ^jP ? .X*P <—hj-l>- ? .ilA- ^lp^l 


^Ljip 3^ i_5" v25 3^ > aaji 3^ aJIj a3p a^ J_5~"5 Ji ^j ^ : 

^juaj Qii ^4iii ti ^ 5^3 ’ ji^ 4ih ^3**- 

frLwJt (3 js^ij *3 ^<un 


Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (ra) reported that a man came to the Messenger of Allah 
ft and said advise me. He ft said; 

“It is imperative for you to have Taqwa (fear/consciousness of Allah) for 
this is the accumulation of all good. Upon you is Jihad in the path of Allah 
for it is the monasticism of the Muslims and upon you is the Remembrance 
of Allah and the recitation of His Book, for it is light for you on earth and (a 
means by which) you will be mentioned in the Heavens.” 14 


“Whoever takes a third of the Qur’an, and acts on it will have taken a third of 
Prophethood. Whoever takes a half of the Qur’an will have taken half of 
Prophethood and whoever takes the whole Qur’an and acts on it will have taken all 
of Prophethood.” Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2354. Quoted in Tafsir Qurtubi. 

13 Surah an-Nisa 4:174. 

14 Mu’jam as-Saghir of Tabrani no. 949. Similar wording in Musnad Ahmad no. 
11774, Musnad Abu Ya’lah, Zuhd by Ibn Mubarak no. 840, Hilyat al-Awliya by al- 
Isbahani and Sahih Ibn Hibban. Quoted in Zad al-Ma’ad by Ibn al-Qayyim vol. 3 
and in marfu’ form in Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 
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Supplementary Hadith (A): 

LiJ CAW! >b£' Xjs K -\ Lj ^\jj jJL^- ^j3 Aiil J^P -LJjl \jjy>-\ :Jli 

<j3 (J& c^SU^ jjj ^J> *a!p Uj cj4-^- ^ 

> ' s ' s 4 ' ° '. '* S o'.* o 0 ^ XC'- -i o o ^ 0 

Jy^y; (J^ - t^ut- Aill ji (jJ tiA t J jyb AA Cj^ tolhy 5^3 Cj^ t A>jQ-l 

diylll ^JL; — <tU b» t^*£j 4111 jjt 


Abu Dhar al-Ghifari (ra) reported that the Prophet Muhammad H said; 
“You will not come back to Allah with anything better than that which came 
from Him,” i.e. the Qur’an. 15 


15 Mastadrik al-Hakim no. 2077. Similar wording in Tirmidhi, Khalq Afal al-Ibad by 
Bukhari, al-Asma was Sifat by Bayhaqi, Hilyat al-Awliya by al-Isbahani vol.9. 

Quoted in Targheeb wa-Tarheeb by al-Mundhari and Majmou al-Fatawah Ibn 
Taymiyyah vol. 12 p.517. 
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Principle 6: The Qur’an is an Intercessor 


djjiuj ^3 't 1} 3i3* cyt (*^ (*4) tli y. jjj'3 


“And warn by it (the Qur’an) those who fear that they will be gathered 
before their Lord - for them, besides Him, will be no protector and no 
intercessor — so that they may become righteous.” 16 


Hadith no. 6 of 40: 

1 alp (j) tjjil j 2 p ^ tSiA \j3jS- tSjb A :JlS 

0 ^ 0 > _ ^ ® J ' s $ s , S< , 

wLIaU 0Ui.iiu 0 11 dIS aTp 01 : j^^p ad a^p ^yp 

idTjiil ^ulajl <u*A tOj i]$! :^L3aJt Jyij 

:Jls t <ui (jxidj tJJLUb ^ja!' <uii9 


Abdullah ibn Amr (ra) reported that the Prophet Muhammad is said; 
“Fasting and the Qur’an will intercede for the slave on the Day of Judgement. 
Fasting will say, ‘O My Lord! I prevented him from food and desires during 
the day, so accept my intercession for him.’ And the Qur’an will say, ‘I 
prevented him from sleep during the night, so accept my intercession for 
him.’ ...thus they will intercede.” 17 


Supplementary Hadith (A): Ramadhan — Month of Wahy (Revelation) 
OTjij! <uj Jjji jjl OUai) jfrSi 

“The month of Ramadhan in which the Qur’an was revealed .. .” 18 


16 Surah al-An’am 6:51. 

17 Musnad Ahmad no. 6337. Similar wording in Mustadrak al-Hakim, Shu’b al-Iman 
by Bayhaqi no. 1994, Hilyat al-Awliya by al-Isbahani, land Mu’jam al-Kabeer by 
Tabrani. Quoted in Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Tafsir al-Baghawi. 

18 Surah al-Baqarah 2:185. 
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P C0 y>\ i)\y^S- Ll>-1>- i^y* C«A^*->»*’ Ll>*A^- !(JlS 

<Ljip oJjj^ !(J^ 4^1 p ^i-v^ 4i)l 3 J^J ^ c^fl-w*>*yi ^jJ <Ujlj 

C~U" oj-if' ^Jwcf^'3 ^Uaij (lr! jr^° C—J cJjjlj tOUai) j-? Jjl 

OUai) ilr? ^-k’" j 2^3*^ OlSyiJt JjJlj tOUaij 3r? 


Wathila ibn al-Asqa’ (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah H said; 

“The Suhuf (scrolls) of Ibrahim were revealed on the first night of Ramadhan, 
the Torah on the sixth of Ramadhan, The Injeel (Gospel) on the thirteenth 
of Ramadhan, and the Furqan (Qur’an) on the twenty-fourth of 
Ramadhan.” 19 


19 

Musnad Ahmad no. 16984. Similar wordings in Musnad Abu Ya’lah no. 2190, 
Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani no. 185 and Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2053. 
Quoted in Tafsir Tabari, Tafsir Ibn Abi Hatim no. 14080, Tafsir al-Hidiyah ilal 
Balough an-Nihaya by Makki Ibn Abi Talib and Tafsir Qurtubi. In Mu’jam al-Awsat 
by Tabrani no. 3740, there is an additional sentence, “...and the Zabur (what was 
revealed on Prophet Dawud) on the eighteenth of Ramadhan...”. 
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Principle 7: The Qur’an should Lead you. 

If you Place it in Front of you, it will Lead you to Paradise. 
Placing it Behind you, results in Entering Hell. 

liyp 6uJ jJ-Lai S" liiaj A>jj UUt 

t jiX it 

“And before it was the Book of Musa to Lead and as a mercy, and this is a 
Book contimiing it in the Arabic language; to warn those who have 
wronged and as glad tidings to those who strive for excellence.” 20 


Hadith no. 7 of 40: 

J A -AA jji \ QlS 

dljl ..Up Ljjp -AA UjJp- tJsLsl^J-1 Xgp 

<uip hil .QA ^ 4 y*j Ju :JU ^jp cOhi^ (3.' gA ^yp 

jjt <us\A <uL>- <d*?- oils UUt <tU?- ^-Uj L a A i jiUi OTjiJl 

All 


Jabir (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 

“The Qur’an is an intercessor and it’s intercession is accepted and its plea is 
believed. Whoever makes it lead him, it leads him to Paradise and 
whomsoever places it behind him, (the result will be that) he is dragged to the 
Fire.” 21 


20 Surah al-Ahqaf 46:12. 

21 Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 1855, Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani no. 8655 and 
Sahih Ibn Hibban no. 124. Quoted in Tafsir Qurtubi. 


21 



Principle 8: The Qur’an is an Evidence - For You 
or Against You 


IJjjp <UJl OlS} <dJt £j)j£*A 

“Messengers, as bringers of good tidings and warners, so that mankind will 
have no argument against Allah after the Messengers. And ever is Allah 
Exalted in Might and Wise.” 22 


Hadith no 8 of 40: 

til uIjlJ. tJbG A jfA \1jjS- :<Jli 

/ , , j ,, ,, 4 __ , t t ; 

jjlglall Jl*»ij Ap aSI aSiI Jj~“ 3 (Jll (Jll CtiJJ(jJ 4 j-L>- IjI 0> 

\ 't. °' s> * 0 4 ' e i 6 * 0 0 

U - jl - A JiiSMj 4)t 0l*4^j • ^je Ji*Mj Oli$l 

s', "i s'* s * OX 1* * ' s S } * s s fi 

dXJp kJU 01ftjj 43wUtfJ^j jji o^kaJ^j iIj Olj-wJt 


Abu Malik al-Asha’ri (ra) reported that Messenger of Allah ft said; 
“Cleanliness is half of faith and Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah) fills the 
scale, and Subhan Allah (Glory be to Allah) and Alhamdulillah (Praise be to 
Allah) fill up what is between the heavens and the earth, and prayer is a light, 
and charity is proof (of one’s faith) and patience is a brightness and the Qur’an 
is a proof for you or against you.” 23 


22 Surah an-Nisa 4:165. 

23 Sahih Muslim no. 223. 
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Principle 9: Give Da’wah using the Qur’an 

OT)&Sb ^SUs 

. .So remind with the Qur’an whoever fears My warning.” 24 


Hadith no. 9 of 40: 

^P ' 0LA>- cQQjSlI QlS 

SjT ylj J^p JlS jd—_j Qp 4&I ^gi!l 01 4 _• ijXs- ^ &\ Jup ^p tSAOf 


Abdullah bin Amr (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 
“Convey (from) me even if it is one Ayat.” 25 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

Cf- j 1 " ilA ,y. <J^Al t > 4 ' oA ‘ jj~~° ii :Jis 

x 2 °p ^ ,, ^ '*'*■ * * * " * , '' 

lO_A oUl-9 C AoL^Solj 15 n_L1pI IjJJajl lljJULs \j*yi ( jXoJ 3 C--oc<Lx>-l !<Jl3 CAiil 

4-Lto \j» iljJULs c*u1p I5L« jlgLlj uJLo O-jIpj Lj- 4 ! LOpL^- l3j^ q^OJI 

-LyP jO>- C-J1 JJL^- L ‘KaJS' o6ll , ^ ^ C*i 1 lljJULj cAicoj aL^P j\P 

* ^ * 0 > 0, o'* o si o^pi i 

(_j^C- pOJ^ -O.J' «X«P \ (JlS ^ C a3p AW! 4»wl (J^v*U ^Aill 

0|3 0^ 4jL*yi JLp wUL$ 2 J«Aa £*^3^ 0^ C-U5"" (1)1 13 ^-^ 

4_AjJ ^Ip jfi3 4l>e-C« llolj aJJIj L)| , ( A-A-Lo ^Jv^- ^1SnI 3 Jt4-^ jjpjj 

(3 L)t j^ 5 ‘^-a) j£>- 3 Llx>c_^233 CpLpJ Lj^l c-vi-ij c-^Ji c3J-la 

s_3j1^vJL * J Lyg*.o 01 3^° *^i ’ O 4 Aiilj cIOaIS - ”3 03 c 1^>-LC- 

Gr| 0|3 <1$-0^o (3^ oLLJI LO olS^"3^ J ^ J 3^ 

aOp <ojI (Jj-Oj <s^ 0_^o 3 ^“ LotO^ a>-LL| 30j 


24 Surah Qaf 50:45. 

25 Sahih Bukhari no. 3461. 
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aJs* 4^1 aiii 3 y^j \jA£ Cjv*J I Jl^ 

^ O 0 S Jl ^ q'c J| ^ jl g ^ O y ^ x x ^ 0 Ox 

icuLv^) 3jj?J dr^ ‘biipbb? ^3jjo\ ^J»a 3 jU ^Jj ^>- ^*>-^11 ^j^jJl ^ ^>J 

u iijJili <Ji £>-ji c ^ : ji5 ?iJla 3 ^ iIjIp u iiiLi- dilbo- 3^ (13 

lljJULs c4j AXblS”" wlEj *b/l 4 j 4j j^I^j l^J I (_£jl ILwJ« C-*5^J b* 13 ^ 

^jj> 4JLpbb^ ^S^jjl 4jl 'jS* (Jll bf iLw^ d--b_£3 \j» 4_Uj l ^ * bg) ^ :JU cjb*- 5 I<J^ 

b* a)jIj i<Jb* b* oytlb 3^3 3xbilSsj 31Lj iljJls c3jj*j x^ - 


2 * C-A * s* \ \ C*\ C? C. lift 1 (* 1 « 




Jabir ibn Abdullah (ra) narrates, “One day some of the Quraysh chiefs were 
sitting and they said, “Look at this “great” magician, fortune teller and poet. 
This man has broken our unity and order, vilified our religion. See what he 
wants.” They said, “We do not know one (better) than LTtbah ibn Rabi’i.” 
They said “O Abu-Waleed (i.e. go to the Prophet)” Utbah went to the 
Prophet ft and said, “O Muhammad, are you better or Abdullah (i.e. your 
father)?” The Prophet ft remained quiet. He then said, “Are you better than 
Abdul Muttalib (i.e. your grandfather)?” The Prophet ft remained quiet. He 
then said, “Were they better than you whilst they worshipped idols? And if 

you think you were indeed better than them, then speak now.I do not see 

anyone who has harmed his people more than you, broken our unity and 
order, vilified our religion. People are speaking of a magician of Quraysh, and 
of a fortune-teller of Quraysh...(what do you want? if you want marriage) 
choose which women and we’ll marry you to ten of them, if you want wealth, 
we’ll make you the richest.” 


The Prophet ft asked, “Have you finished?” He said, “Yes” The Prophet ft 
then recited, “In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most 
Compassionate. Ha Mini. A revelation from the Most Merciful, the Most 
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Compassionate”.. .till he reached, “But if they turn away, then say, “I have 
warned you of a thunderbolt like the thunderbolt (that struck) ‘Aad and 
Thamud.” Utbah said, “Enough, Enough. Do you have anything else to say.” 
He said, “No.” 

He then returned to Quraysh and they said, “What happened” He said, “I did 
not leave anything you asked me to say to him.” They said, “Did he respond?” 
He said, “Yes. I did not understand anything from what he said, except that 
“I have warned you of a thunderbolt like the thunderbolt (that struck) ‘Aad 
and Thamud.” They said, “Woe to you, you spoke to him in Arabic and you 
do not know what he said?” He said, “No, By God, I did not understand 

anything other than the mention of the thunderbolt .”"* 6 


26 Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 36560. Quoted with similar wording in Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir. 
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Principle 10: The Best amongst the Muslims 

J.S Jj * 

. .He will Love them and they will Love Him.. .” 27 


Hadith no. 10 of 40: 

-tip \jjJS~ alp 111 . 3 - c y\ hi Jhi lil. 3 - :Jli 

2 a djd&I 4 il . ^L* 1 ^ yip awI Qy—’j cJl® (Jl® tdASti to*°^ y.p tyA ^yp 

3..PbQ -Uj' d) Qlll (_jIS aill b j^lti . 


Anas bin Malik (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah H said; 

“Allah has His own people among mankind.” They said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, who are they?” He said, “They are the people of the Qur’an, the people 
of Allah and those who are closest to Him .” 28 


Hadith no. 11 of 40: 

tS-Ldp 0-*^ cli)l yr? dLalp 3)30 3 ^ tdtd llf. 3 - Ul- 3 - :JlS 

tjl® yip Aiii l£j ^ dA” * ■ dlddp p AA 3 ? dA 

iilpj OT^aJt j»I*j 2 a 


Uthman (ra) reported that the Prophet H said; 

“The best of you are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it .” 29 


27 Surah al-Maidah 5:54. 

28 Ibn Majah no. 215. Similar wording in Musnad Ahmad no. 12279, Sunan al- 
Kubra by an-Nasa’i no. 7977, Musnad Abu Dawud at-Taylasi no. 2238, Musnad 
Bazzar no.7369, Hilyat al-Awliya by al-Isbahani, Sunan Darimi no. 3369 and Shu’b 
al- Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2689. Quoted in Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Qurtubi and 
Uboodiyah by Ibn Taymiyyah. 

29 Sahih Bukhari no. 5027 and Tirmidhi no. 2909. 
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Supplementary Hadith (A): 


-Up c^_->lbu ^j\ ^j-lU (J\j tU-AJl Uj-LU ai)l -Up lij-L>- QlS 

ulp <U' . ^i-yJ 1)15”” (_)Ls - l ^ . P Ail' f ,-y? J . All' —UP ^aL>~ ^yP ^2310* 
U^-LU' aJ yuM '3U • OIjiJIJ '*hM jbSh ; t^ 1 ' y -U-'J ^-r’y 3 u3-' yy* dAy)^ 

-ujJl (3 ‘U-li 


Jabir ibn Abdullah (ra) said, “Allah’s Messenger H shrouded every two 
martyrs of Uhud in one piece of cloth and then he would ask, “Which of 
them knew more Qur’an?” When one of them was pointed out, he would put 
him first in the grave .” 30 


Supplementary Hadith (B): 

CayS^~ yj' tAj' Aj-L>- tAjy-« b' O' tyb-P yj' yj -lA' lij-LU I(_]l5 

C-uSS ^ ObT j* jvL-j 4-1p dil ill' J jLj jli jll c^liit Jj jjXi- j>, 2i' u1p <^p 

Jjjkliill (^0 Cu£” 4 jUV ^l£ juibij' b-~S"jbi b£^k<l' 


Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah U said; 
“If anyone prays at night reciting ten Ayat, he will not be recorded among the 
negligent (ghafileen); if anyone prays at night and recites a hundred Ayat, he 
will be recorded among those who are devout (qaniteen) to Allah; and if 
anyone prays at night reciting one thousand Ayat, he will be receive an 
immeasurable amount of reward .” 31 


30 Sahih Bukhari no. 1347. 

31 Abu Dawud no. 1398, Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah no. 1144, Sahih Ibn Hibban no. 
2572 and Shu’b al-Iman Bayhaqi no. 2005. Quoted in Tafsir Qurtubi. 
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Saying: 


jjp ,y. y} :j^ ^ 4 L^x_SJ\ lii-iS- :Jli 

lit ^llil tit <UIL c3j*j <1M OTjlil ^Cyj :<JlS ^ Aiil jIp 

J^IaII tit AxJt^ajj lOjS^fcjaj tij ajlSyJj lit 4JjSij ^«>ll!t 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) said, “The bearer of the Qur’an should be known 
by his night when the people are sleeping; by his day when people are awake; 
by his sadness when people are joyous; by his weeping when people are 
laughing .” 32 


32 Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah, Shu’b al-Iman of Bayhaqi. Quoted by an-Nawawi in 
Tibyan al-Adab fi Hamalatul Qur’an and Fawaid by Ibn al-Qayyim. 
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Principle 11: Amongst all the Creation - Whose Faith 
is most Astounding? 

“Indeed, those who fear their Lord unseen.. .” 33 


Hadith no. 12 of 40: 

Ljap- -Qp Cf- A 3 jfgi lliup 


c?t :2bj Hp ■JSit jll : jll ^ tSjjlxs ^p ijw 

^ I :(JvS tDjiail :JU ^ i_AjS”: jll 

C.J’iPl j&j Li djij&j. SjliwsJ I :Jli t^LprwsJl :Ql£ 

pQi t<U ‘(^"3^' dr? c^-bd jp 0jJs£ 

UlffJ cjjlikl J' c^ujl ^^fcpi 


Anas bin Malik (ra) reported that the Prophet ft asked; 

“Whose Faith (Iman) amongst the creations astounds you?” They (the 
Companions) said, “The angels.” He said, “The angels - how can they not 
believe? (when they are with their Lord).” They then said, “The Prophets.” 
He said, “The Prophets receive revelation so how would they not believe?” 
They then said, “The Companions.” He said, “The Companions are with the 
Prophets, so how could they not believe? However, the Faith of people which 
is (amazing and) astounding is those who come after you - who find books 
which have written in them, the revelation (the Qur’an), and hence they 
believe in it, (obey and) follow it. They are the ones whose Faith is (truly) 
astounding .” 34 


33 Surah al-Mulk 67:1. 

34 Musnad Bazzar no. 7294. Similar wording in Mu’jam al-Kabir by Tabrani. 
Quoted in Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 
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Principle 12: Legislation belongs to Allah 

Jj i\ oi 

. .Legislation is only for Allah.. .” 35 


Hadith no. 13 of 40: 

op <. Ojlil jj) olA llLe>- : JlS 

3 l hL*-a Hp < 4 il L*2 ail) 3 y~* , j 0 ) AG*^ ^p 4IA t<jG?j 

slAi Jls . 4)1 oliS"<3 jSy jl 0^ Jli . 4il ..phS” J G: L5 vai' JUi . ^..ja.e.'i ^Jl£ 

3 G . ^ 1 < .y aAp 4)3 ^-Lg 4))) 3 3^" ^ G) 13 3 G . ^vG^y 4dp <4)) ^Gp .o. 1 

j^LlJ <e4p 4)3 4i)) Jy~*)y 3Jj9y *11 ^ 4i) *X3k l 3 Gi . Ij 1 


The Messenger of Allah ft sent Mu’adh to Yemen. He ft said, “How will you 
judge?” He said, “I will judge according to what is in the Book Allah.” He 
said, “If it is not in the Book of Allah?” He said, “Then with the Sunnah of 
the Messenger of Allah ft” He said, “If it is not in the Sunnah of Messenger 
of Allah ft?” He said, “I will endeavour to make Ijtihad (exert effort to make 
the correct judgement).” He said, “All praise is due to Allah, the One Who 
made the messenger of the Messenger of Allah suitable .” 36 


35 Surah Yusuf 12:40. 

36 Tirmidhi no. 1327. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 22988, 
Musnad Ahmad no. 22100 and Sunan as-Sagheer by Bayhaqi no. 3250. Quoted in 
Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Majmou al-Fatawah Ibn Taymiyyah vol. 16. 
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Principle 13: Disunity, Discord and Infighting when Leaders 
do not Rule by the Qur’an 

Jo *j jkt p & aAJ JjiJj ji 

. .Or confound you in sects and make you taste the violence 
of each other ...” 37 


Hadith no. 14 of 40: 

, > ^ o's- ' s f s ' 'e ' ^ 'e. 

LuIp J~^ Jb t yii aii xj yi cqUj y> Jax- cyoi Ji cgdJU 

? ^ V'i 'M yiow Ij Jui ^uU- <&! 

, . ; { , i, . ,&'*>, ,s » 

C~iw (jSsi “jl jjJt uLs lyd*J (3 ^Ja3 

Sjjiit oajjj . IJ-ita jj 

Ijjisi ^1$-*!' MjJj e-lwJt ,ya jjaiJl l^aua Slj "(ij • ^ 1,.~ JI 

+X‘<x} id ^jigt j ^jjx-'x JtjJ ^v> ^j~l£- iOji lg,I.^ bl| -up» -Uj' x^i Ijj., ig a o 

;t gib ;t ^.^ij dill Jjt?- <uit JJj! 14 'jjocuj <— g ;«>if ^ Uj . 


Abdullah ibn Umar (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah §5 said; 

“O Muhajirun, there are five tilings with which you will be tested, and I seek 
refuge with Allah lest you live to see them: Immorality never appears among a 
people to such an extent that they commit it openly, but plagues and diseases that 
were never known among the predecessors will spread among them. They do not 
cheat in weights and measures but they will be stricken with famine, severe 
calamity and the oppression of their rulers. They do not withhold the Zakah of 
their wealth, but rain will be withheld from the sky, and were it not for the 
animals, no rain would fall on them. They do not break their covenant with Allah 


37 Surah al-An’am 6:65. 
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and His Messenger, but Allah will enable their enemies to overpower them and 
take some of what is in their hands (i.e. possessions). Unless their leaders rule 
according to the Book of Allah and seek all good from that which Allah has 
revealed, Allah will cause them to fight one another.” 38 


38 Ibn Majah no. 4019. Similar wording in Mustadrak al-Hakim, Hilyat al-Awliya by 
al-Isbahani, Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 3042 and Mu’jam al-Awsat by Tabrani 
no. 4671. 
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Principle 14: The Importance of Studying and Teaching 

the Qur’an 

pzS" Utj dyJJu U jruifij tyjr 

. .Be people of the Lord because you have taught the Book and 
because of what you have studied.” 39 


Hadith no. 15 of 40: 

c-qy) y)l3 Uj tCjOyl « b) aLs- \1jjS~ Qli 

adI t 'Jz' ami yi' aA ^p t<j) '•tsyy^ (L?lki Q' y hi 

idll OTjiil Ijii Jl U isjili j* lyLili ill £>iU 0T)Ail Ijia l)I :jll day Aip 

—A . Cy c* 6 uj obsij c4j bJu**C ^yiJ Api^gP Old' ^iddJlj c^ywjl jjd'J 

4Sy&3 ^S- dll (Jts SyLil tJyJl syiS"^ (J& "iy tfji-S 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“This Qur’an is the Banquet of Allah, so take as much as you can from His 
banquet. Indeed, this Qur’an is the Rope of Allah, and it is the clear Light and 
(is the effective) Healing. It is a protection for the one who clings to it and a 
rescue for the one who follows it. It is not crooked and so puts things straight. 
Its wonders do not cease. It does not wear out with repetition. So recite it, 
for Allah will reward you for the recitation of every letter...” 40 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) said, “This Qur’an is the Banquet of Allah. 
Whoever enters it is safe.” Qurtubi in his introduction to his tafsir quotes an 
explanation to this hadith as, “(the Banquet) is a metaphor. The Qur’an is 


39 Surah ale-Imran 3:79. 

40 Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 2040. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 
30008, Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 6017, Sunan as-Sagheer by Bayhaqi, Darimi no. 
3358 and Mu’jam al-Kabeer Tabrani no. 8648. Quoted in Tafsir Baghawi. 
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likened to something Allah has prepared for people. They have good and 
benefits in it. Then He has invited them to it.” 41 


Hadith no. 16 of 40: 

T.jfl 'y — -AA) y\j c t t \1jJS~ QlS 

IT t ^ c*QU3 ^1' — : jlpe i yi JlA Qp-l :^4 t^>2J 

t4ll £jjl j j-? C~o (J ^issfl Uj :AQj •dii' ® 4' tojjji j) 

, t gsfly-j iluOwJl j^llp cJjJ *llj i. < ; ; ■; <Uj-jjl4sjjj i4ll wjla" jjlL 

oTLc- iUil ..ksoVuxi' 


Abu Hurairah (ra) reported that the Prophet Muhammad ft said; 

“...A group of people do not gather in a house amongst the Houses of Allah 
reciting the Book of Allah and studying it between themselves — except that 
tranquillity descends upon them, they are enveloped by mercy and 
surrounded by the angels — and Allah mentions them with those with Him 
(i.e. the higher angels).” 42 

Qurtubi explains in his tafsir, “The metaphor of those who recite the Qur’an 
without knowing its tafsir (explanation) is that of some people to whom a 
letter comes from their king at night when they have no lamp. They are 
alarmed, not knowing what the letter contains. The metaphor of the one who 
knows the tafsir (explanation) is that of a man who brings them a lamp so 
that they can read what the letter says.” 43 


41 Tafsir Qurtubi. 

42 Sahih Muslim no. 9/1023 and Abu Dawud no. 1455. 

43 Tafsir Qurtubi. 
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Principle 15: Parents Honoured due to a Child’s 
Relationship with the Qur’an 


^4^3 - 1 (4^3^ ' jd ^'3 


“We will unite those who believed with their offspring who 
followed them in faith.. .” 44 


Hadith no. 17 of 40: 

y .aA' y uT^- Ai)l UjUj- c\_ 4-1 dill ky>-l Qli 

c2ajjl y y& y^ UjU^- Ali -U*~« y OjjjtiJ t^jl UjUj- ^JcL^y y 

^ J_jQ 0^ ‘*sd 5^ a* 0 ' o 1 - o 1 - J-3"" CA < 'i~’, C/- *?A cA 

ij iy-0 °yz iiyp tU?C ioUiJl ijj sljjlj y^\ <US li Juk£j jTyiJl lyl yt : jll 

Vaj ^jJu .-ui Outs'jl uj3h Ojrtj 


The father of Abdullah ibn Burayda al-Aslami (ra) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah if said; 

“Whoever recited the Qur’an and acted according to it; on the Day of 
Judgment his parents will be given to wear a crown whose light is better than 
the light of the sun in the dwellings of this world if it were among you. So 
what do you think of him who acts according to this ?” 45 


44 Surah at-Tur 52:21. 

45 Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 1797. Similar wording in Musnad Ahmad no. 
15645, Musnad Abu Ya’lah no. 1493, and Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani and 
Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 2086. 
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Principle 16: A Warning Whom Not to Learn the Qur’an from 


jjjUlt tji dl£i dlkldJt ajC lAth olllsT tj 3®!3 
ji <u!p d) oly& til AlAi <u^Jj oliiiijJ 

c-gL 

“And recite to them the news of him to whom we gave Our Signs, but he 
detached himself from them; so Satan pursued him, and he went astray. 
And if We had willed, we could have elevated him thereby, but he clung to 
the earth and followed his own desires. His metaphor is that of a dog: if you 
chase it away, it lolls out its tongue and pants, and if you leave it alone, it 
lolls out its tongue and pants.. ..” 46 


Hadith no. 18 of 40: 

Uj-Ls- tOhid tOy-tA -0?“' .Up yjl Qli 

a~jt~« ^j) ^j,i ^p y* ^p c^iA ^y\ UJa^ tadyll tJijjSll aJL5- ^ 

dl 3?^ *U lyLy) dijiiJl Qyjaj jpUy ulp fill Jy-Q aj 1 

3A3 JP fjj Iy4 3^33 ‘‘k 3^"' 4 “* > i 3^33 c4 ) 3^3 “tAUed dQiil dl3 tUjJlil 4 i djJtdd 


Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri reported that he heard the Messenger of Allah IS say; 
“Learn the Qur’an, and ask (Allah) to grant you Paradise by it, before the 
appearance of people who learn it and ask by it, the worldly pleasures. For 
indeed, the Qur’an is learnt by three types of people; (1) a man who shows 
off by it, (2) a man who eats by it (money, dunyah) and (3) a man who recites 
it for the sake of Allah Almighty .” 47 


46 Surah al-A’raf 7:176. 

47 Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2389. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi 
Shaybah no.7743 and 30000, Musnad Ahmad no. 19997 and Sharh Sunnah Baghawi 
no. 1182. 
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Supplementary Hadith (A): 


‘Jr? cf- cfiIf ‘A?!; iij If ‘■y^ lJ <J ej? iU ‘£^3 -J^ 

t <b lj_)*Seu~3 t<u ljlS”i3 tOTjiJt aTp JSiI Jp> kill JjAj jlS : jli 

Ajj lylkJ Jj t<UP lyiA 


Abdur Rahman ibn Shibl (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 
“Read the Qur’an and act by it, do not eat with it (i.e. money), do not seek 
more by using it, do not abandon it and do not exceed its limits.” 48 


Supplementary Hadith (B): 

^y\ c^kppjl Oik! <J,I c^kjjl jIAp c^jlk-AJl J' llhtk- 

Ijli Oj>-l Ja <uib Ijjjjki A-yj aTp ^ ^ Jj~“j Jl* Jl* jJ ^ ‘■fjy? 

JjAj t ills o^o ajU JS aIa s'cpsj pl&r (j Jlj JU Ojil i_A- Uj pi 'Q 


Ojplj-oJl &Ija]I Jh aA-Uj 


2 AJ 


kill 


Abu Hurairah (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah ft said; “Seek refuge 
in Allah from the Pit of Sorrows.” They said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is 
the Pit of Sorrows?” He said, “A valley in Hell from which Hell (itself) seeks 
refuge a hundred times a day.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, who shall 
enter it?” He said, “The reciters who were showing off with their deeds.” 49 


48 Musnad Ahmad no. 15535. Similar wording found in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah 
no. 7742, Mu’jam al-Awsat by Tabrani no. 8823 and Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi 
2383. Quoted in marfu’ form in Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 

49 Tirmidhi no. 2383. Hasan gharib according to Tirmidhi. Similar wording in 
Mu’jam al-Awsat by Tabrani no. 3090. Quoted in Tafsir Qurtubi. 
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Principle 17: A Warning to those who Misuse the Qur’an and 
have an Incorrect/Corrupt Intention 

<tLjC j.Uitj 

“...Seeking Fitnah (discord) and seeking to (mis)interpret .” 50 


Hadith no. 19 of 40: 

QaI ^JjIj d (JUlJ j) ^Ujl J\J CjlX«J jlgJA 
Aijl )ju Jb <uLp au! L*2 

Ui Jli l^jytS <Uji) QlS dTjijl ijJSj <ulpj D^u3 Jjij 

^Lt!i C-U-Uj Oj-AS" J\i . dJL3 O'jJj <U*lpj ^1*!' C-UIaj Jli 1^3 cJup 

^ C-**Aj & y>\ “je JJ aii . tSjli ji Jlad oTjall oljij . ’jilt Jlld 

jllit j 


Abu Huraira (ra) reported that he heard the Messenger of Allah H say; 

“...(on the Day of Judgement) and a man who acquired knowledge and taught 
others, and read Qur’an. He will be brought, and Allah will remind him of 
His blessings, and he will acknowledge them. He will say, “What did you do 
with them?” He will say, “I acquired knowledge and taught others, and read 
the Qur’an for Your sake.” He will say, ‘You lied. You acquired knowledge 
so that it would be said that you were a scholar; and you read Qur’an so that 
it would be said that you were a Reciter, and it was said.” Then He will order 
that he be dragged on his face and thrown into the Fire .” 51 


50 Surah Ale-Imran 3:7. 

51 Sahih Muslim no. 1905a. Similar wording in Sunan al-Kubra by an-Nasa’i no. 
11495. 
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Principle 18: A Warning to those Who Interpret the Qur’an 
Insincerely, Without Knowledge and merely 
following Personal Opinions 



. .Do not follow desires.. .” 52 


Hadith no. 20 of 40: 

c t Qphh -yp ^p 

(J jvDj <uLp 


A \s3JS- c j*}Lp A :Jli 

Aill (Jj-Q tjh (Jl 5 f»^aP Ai)' c^r' | kp pP <• Jy?r yH 

jll!i j*; oaiis ij^uLs j^»u 


Ibn Abbas (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah if said; 

“Whoever says (something) about the Qur’an without knowledge, then let 
him take his seat in the Fire .” 53 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

^yp c^Lphh .t^p ^p tSj lyp ji\ l 

Aji)j OTjlit (J Jli jij Ju |vDj Qp jiil ^gdl 


iha^- cA bLohw hjai- ;<Jl£ 
pA O^' 2A O? 9***“ 


J 


vlh A« oa^A i^wwdj 


Ibn Abbas (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“And whoever says (something) about the Qur’an according to his (own) 
opinion, then let him take his seat in the Fire .” 54 


52 Surah Saad: 38:26. 

53 Tirmidhi no. 2950. Hasan according to Tirmidhi. Similar wording in Musannaf 
ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30101, Musnad Ahmad no. 2429 and Shu’b al-Iman by 
Bayhaqi 2079. Quoted in Tafsir Tabari and Tafsir Baghawi. 

Tirmidhi no. 2951. Hasan according to Tirmidhi. Similar wording in Sunan al- 
Kubra by an-Nasa’i no. 8031. 
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Principle 19: Argumentation 


'jjiS” <Jjl ObT fj Jils-: U 

“No one argues concerning the Ayat of Allah except those who disbelieve.” 55 

Hadith no. 21 of 40: 

dUAA c j*2jS\ jj) /A cOUAA ^ kAi \j-5jS- QLs 5^13 Qli 

0^ jTjiil J ljjj£ ^ .(_JI 3 AwLp- amI lM c ^y. a^I 


Abdullah ibn Umar (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“Do not argue concerning the Qur’an (i.e. do not oppose/argue against what 
the Qur’an says) for in this arguing is Disbelief.” 56 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

f * jj 0 3 Lo c d I u 1 hj . Llj . /j Ls l I hj. J h 

iii ,Ja> ^ji ^ Qul 5 ” j, y?y>\ y °js- ipu j, jcir j, j/p ijAA 

Oj 4113^ , J 2 ju>. <Ua*j ill dplsS” X? OTjiJb j : ju 

AJjtds OTjiiu 013 , A-iils OTjiiu 


An-Nawwas bin Sam’an (ra) reported that the Prophet ft said; 

“Do not argue using the Qur’an (i.e. in a dispute with one another). (The 
negative result would be) you would deny the Book of Allah by using (one 
Ayat) against another (Ayat). I swear by Allah indeed the Believer if he is 
argued against with the Qur’an he (out of respect) will lose (not continue the 


55 Surah Ghafir 40:4. 

56 Musnad Abu Dawud at-Taylasi no. 2400 and Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2061 
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argument)...indeed the hypocrite, if he argues using the Qur’an, he will win 
(the argument — because the Believer will not argue back ).” 57 


Supplementary Hadith (B): 

Lla ^ OaA- ^g-44 l ljjS~ ^jj odddl ^ lQlS 

c « s , Si ^ J> 's's '4,,' 4't. 0 

\j3 lM *Lwlp (J(J^ c)^ 

oiij <lU fell s.Q> U ajS’ ^*AI«>SU UJj OIS3 <uiP <U?u£ C~oj tij Jp- OTyiJt 

iSj-SJb Jjl iQl? &\ *gj \j AJls JlS oUyJ 9jU«- ^giudj ?j4^ p'j3 

Jj ju ^l$!l ft 


On the authority of Hudaifah (ra), the Messenger of Allah H said; 

“Indeed what I fear most for you all is that a man who recites the Qur’an until 
you can see the effects on his face (enlightened) and he will be like a shield 
for Islam by the permission of Allah. Then he detaches himself (from the 
Qur’an), he ‘threw’ it behind himself and he rushed upon his neighbour with 
the sword and he will accuse him of Shirk (polytheism).” One of the 
companions said “O Prophet of Allah which of them will be the polytheist, 
the accuser or the one accused? He H said, “The accuser .” 58 


57 Musnad Shameen Tabrani no. 942. Similar wording Mu’jam al-Awsat Tabrani no. 
515 and Musnad Ahmad no. 6741. 

58 Sahih Ibn Hibban. Similar wording in Musnad Bazzar. Quoted in Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir. 
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Principle 20: Tadabbur (Pondering) on the Deep 
Meanings of the Qur’an 

<ubT IjJjXJ 4X»!) oUJjJl 012 " 

“A blessed Book which We have revealed to you, that they may ponder 
upon its verses and that those of understanding would be reminded .” 59 


Hadith no. 22 of 40: 

J-pUQ Jjp tOjlyJl Jup -uJUJl lip IIjJlS- : Jis y ^ kj -Lp : d is 

ajU efQj ( QA J ^21 :c2ts caJ31p ^ c^pbJl (3. 3 ^ AtA ^ 

Apyll 1J3 3 p^p ^jOp C-o^Lp 133 :aLJ olyiJl y* 


Aishah (ra) said, “The Prophet ft spent the night (in prayer) with (a single) 
Ayah from the Qur’an .” 60 


Sayings: 

*^1 Q *0 P o3s ^ vJL1 34^13 *(Jf® y4~44 y.P c jlAp ^p QlS 

-Lp ^Sdj .3- aJj h!l o)p Q P 3 

Hasan al-Basri said, “.. .1 swear by the One in whose Hand is my soul, there 
was not revealed a (single) Ayat from it (i.e. the Qur’an) except that it has a 
Dhahir (an apparent) and Batin (inner dimension) and every letter has a value 
(measure) — and for every value is an ending .” 61 


59 Surah Saad 38:29. 

60 Tirmidhi no. 448. Hasan ghareeb according to Tirmidhi. 

61 Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 5966. Similar wording in Sharh us Sunnah Baghawi. 
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jyiULs <U)I -Lp ^jp ioy ^p t l3Vj»=—«^ ^jp cUkd—^ ^p Lu-LU Qli 

A)ji*^' j 4 p 34 ub jlyiJl 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) said, “When you intend to acquire knowledge, read 
(and deeply study) the Qur’an for in it lies the (principles) of knowledge of 
the ancients and future generations.” 62 

^ j ^jdJb Ql5o ^kUj 0 \y>}>\ U'j olT d) 

Hasan ibn Ali said, “The people before you considered the Qur’an to be 
correspondence from their Lord, so they would ponder it by night and act 
upon it by day.” 63 


JjikJl Jjjjb 4 ^ 4_ A UJlb OTjill yJo yA 

Ibn Taymiyyah said, “Whoever contemplates (tadabbur) upon the Qur’an 
(with the condition) of seeking guidance from it, (then) the path of truth will 
be made clear for him.” 64 


62 Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30018. Also see Mu’jam al-Kabeer Tabrani no. 
8666 , az-Zuhd of Ahmad bin Hanbal no. 856 

63 Tibyan ft Adab Hamalatul Qur’an by Nawawi. 

64 Aqeedah al-Wasityah by Ibn Taymiyyah. Sufyan ibn Uyaynah said, “The 
beginning of knowledge is to (firstly) listen, then understand, then memorise, then 
act upon, then spread to others. When a slave (of Allah) listens to the Book of 
Allah and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah with an honest and sincerely true 

intention upon that which Allah loves, then he will understand_and He will enter 

light into his heart.” Tafsir Qurtubi 
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Principle 21: Etiquettes and Virtues of Reciting the Qur’an 
^ Ojsrjj h*, '_jA4j'3 (jilStj <UJl oliS"OjlJu 0) 

_s^ o'" 'c'J 

jjip <uj dlis ^3 3j^ 

“Indeed, those who recite the Book of Allah and establish prayer and spend 
out of what We have provided them, secretly and publicly, (can) expect a 
profit that will never perish. That He may give them in full their rewards 
and increase for them of His bounty. Indeed, He is Forgiving 
and Appreciative.” 65 


<U OjiajJ dJldjf Jp- Jl 

“Those to whom We have given the Book, who recite it as it’s right is to be 
recited; they are the ones who (truly) believe in it.. .” 66 


Hadith no. 23 of 40: 

l IjJS- QU QU AlA uJyJl ll \ // -l it; :JlS 

aw' 4' JyAj :d4 c TA <J3i <4' 444 y. £4^4/1 


jJ) Sllail ^til 44! ^ 




Fadala bin Ubayd (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 

“Allah listens more attentively to a man with a beautiful voice who recites the 
Qur’an out loud than the master of a singing slave-girl listens to his slave.” 67 


65 Surah Fatir 35:29. 

66 Surah al-Baqarah 2:121. 

67 Ibn Majah no. 1340. Similar wording in Sahih Ibn Hibban no. 754, Musnad 
Ahmad no. 23956, Tarikh al-Kabir Bukhari (124/7), Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 2097, 
Mu’jam al-Kabir by Tabarani no. 772 and Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 1957. 
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Hadith no. 24 of 40: 


KS > I .jj *X^*1 jSvj jjl ^v?Ia 5I Ljj^- c^ji ^5 \j (j^b-l i(Jl£ 

CwLjcC- £ji 4^_Lw« Ij-b- 1 ^ Lj-b- Cf- a)jI wLp UjJb- 

^ (J>) ^3 l/* <, ‘^J A ^f. ^-b- (.i)\y*s- ^jJ XsJj*0 

^ <iitf 13 l) 13 ,ps,. ILa 0 (yil 3 ' ,J^pa ^A**^ aAp aw 1 ^Q2p <A (J^^j pppp** : d Li . >j Ip 

<o , '~ 0 l\ > , A 

A™?- Jjjj AAM 


Bar’a ibn Azib (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah if said; 

“Beautify the Qur’an with your voices for indeed the nice voice increases the 
beauty of the Qur’an.” 68 


Hadith no. 25 of 40: 

^p tA^Ju~« ^jJ ^p ct^pL^pi ^y\ bys-i L^>y>- ^y\ tiyp-i c^pIp y>\ \1 jJS~ cJiLAA LAiA QLi 
w’ 1 JLjIj .* tip ^*wJ :^A*d yjp Aijl ^LA Aijl (J^pj (JLp c®3^A a) 


Abu Huraira (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah U said, 

“The one who does not recite the Qur’an in a melodious manner is not from 


Hadith no. 26 of 40: 

l/AA- -LA Td d^ — cijlyp Ap^- t£AA^ -LA -Aa^ l-l*"' 1 ^ A_-Ai Ld-A- Qli 

•* p ^ o'' ' ' 't- ' f. ' s' " C 

Aijl C<Uialp ^^P C^I»3 aA ^ ^jP C ^j-2 ®jbj clr^ ^0^1^ — C Aj|^P 

4popp p_ -* 0 £ 0 ^ 0 ,_ 0 , 

<u$ lMJaJI IJaj Sj 3^ ojiSJl jTjJiJlj JaUJI ^Jl-j <u1p <&1 

s s $ x 

<1Mj^ 4 <0 JjiA AIp 


68 Shu’b al-Iman Bayhaqi in no. 2/868. Similar wordings in Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 
2125 and Sunan ad-Darimi 3544. 

69 Sahih Bukhari no. 7527. 
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Aishah (ra) reports that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 

“One who is proficient with the Qur’an is associated with the noble, obedient 
scribes (angels); and he who falters in it and finds it difficult (to recite), for 
him will be double reward.” 70 


Hadith no. 27 of 40: 

A -LaA y) QlS 

ad! Aa^jIp ^p ^y\ t-c 

Q&Sl gj Aj 4*3 (JLj tgJJt L n ■ (A : a*Lp ail! *4i! dj^j JlS :oJU 

0*$' fj^ 5 ' J V P IkS"* tf-LwJ! 


Aishah (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah IS said; 

“The house in which the Qur’an is recited is seen by the inhabitants of the 
heavens like the people on earth see the stars.” 71 


Hadith no. 28 of 40: 

^^Ssj! .t*p ^p hi i.'ytS' yi ^)*pIjs4 La ..AA au! .t*p tl 

lr" '-ft* 3 jit ^ (jj~" • 5aP JUJ Ail! ,V>j Jgl ilA ilA ‘(4*^' 

4&il <ui Col) ‘uiff’ 1 tit j* : JUS i _ r -UJl JyA>-t 


Ibn Abbas (ra) reported that the Prophet ft was asked about who had the 
best recitation. He ft said; 

“When you hear his recitation, you can see that he fears Allah.” 72 


70 Sahih Muslim 798a. 

71 Shu’b al-Iman Bayhaqi no. 1829. Similar wording in Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 
5999. See also Musannaf of ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30025. 

72 Hiyatul Awliyah by al-Isbahani, Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 8742, Musannaf 
Abdur Razzaq no. 4185, Shu’b al-Iman of Bayhaqi no. 1958. Similar wording in 
Khalq Afal al-Ibaad by Bukhari, Ibn Majah no. 1339 and Sunan Darimi no. 3532. 
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Supplementary Hadith (A): 

J^p t jL^xp llldi*- cjLio ^ -Lt^- bJu^- :Jli 

Jli I Jj-aj a& 1 jJp cUaP'*’ I JjJij ^Ipyll! i^xS"" ^ I Jl3 y^y} 

jJi&j <L**^lj <0 <lL$ 4J»li v«JlxS"" l3j^ |^3 ^ya 4 »Jp ^AJl ^i-v^ 4i)l 

>-3d- ^3 v3p ^3 '-^P -^P Jji? M 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah H say; 
“Whoever recites a letter from the Book of Allah, then he receives the reward 
from it, and the reward of ten the like of it. I do not say that Alif Lam Mini 
is a letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is a letter and Mini is a letter.” 73 


Supplementary Hadith (B): 

Joj Uj-C>- Qls lS* 3 - ijh C(J*A jlSb “tfA ^jj byjUis Qv* - ' Qli 


\s- V ~^s- hi 




‘V ^ 


^ 2T c?~- 


d-*yj Aijl t <L*^ Ail I dy^j hi c, ^ j 

Si»Ca!lj j~d cSdJlS"OTjiiib 3_J t£d!'3 c£4Jli”OTyiJb 34*5 c£4!l Oj :JU 


Uqbah ibn Amir (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah is said; 

“Indeed, the one who recites the Qur’an loudly is like one who gives charity 
openly, and the one who recites the Qur’an silently is like the one who gives 
charity in secret.” 74 


73 Tirmidhi no. 2910. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 29933, 
Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 5993, Hilyat al-Awliya by Isbhani and Mu’jam al- 
Awsat by Tabrani no. 314. Quoted in Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Tafsir Qurtubi. 

74 Sunan al-Kubra an-Nasa’i no. 1378. Similar wording in Mu’jam al-Kabeer by 
Tabrani no. 925 
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Supplementary Hadith (C): 

JU i(JU i .3 1 ij) Cj^ d-^ld Cj*' yd :JlS 

d~jb c^j^'lll Ji^S" lMjaJI |)ib e£4Jl P^3 *4^ lJ^ 4^ ^y*j 

JJdj tyi?- d ju J 'll tOj^sJl J£*S”OT^flJt ijij *j tfjjl JJiij ‘44^ 

ijij 'll Jilit JJdj c 3° 44Abj S”4k OTjiJt fjij (^ijt jpllLt 

jfi i$-4*kj ci ^j*wJ ji^s" 013^1 


Abu Musa al-Ashari (ra) reported that Messenger of Allah H said; 

“The parable of the believer who recites the Qur’an is that of a sweet citrus 
fruit, its fragrance is nice and its taste is nice. The parable of the believer who 
does not recite the Qur’an is that of a date, it has no smell but its taste is 
sweet. The parable of the hypocrite who recites the Qur’an is that of basil, its 
fragrance is nice but its taste is bitter. The parable of the hypocrite who does 
not recite the Qur’an is that of the colocynth (bitter desert fruit), its smell is 
bitter and its taste is bitter.” 75 


Supplementary Hadith (D): 

c ^ 1 ^ ** 1 7 ^ ^ d^ kj . J h ^ — 1 \ kja^- . d is 

jlTj!)i j) jlys)} jJyi c5 4k kl' d) Qf 

jL^aJl 4d*A»y jjdd JU [78 Is-QQi] 


Abu Huraira (ra) reported that the Prophet % explained the following Ayat 
from the Qur’an, “And recite the Qur’an at dawn. Verily the recitation of the 
Qur’an at dawn is ever witnessed (17:78).” The Prophet said, “It is witnessed 
by the angels of the night and the angels of the day.” 76 


75 Sahih Bukhari no. 5427. Similar wording in Tirmidhi no. 2865, Musnad Abu 
Dawud at-Taylisi no. 496 and Musnad ash-Shameen by Tabrani no. 2621. 

76 Tirmidhi no. 3135. Hasan Sahih according to Tirmidhi. 
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Supplementary Hadith (E): 


Xs- 


y x^- p t ^yy y. ^ cc3^ >e -^’} *<J^ 

J,' ^p co^&j ^S 3 - Sy* dr^ J>' y* <X*sy ! Jli ‘d^ caJLLI- 

OojS *T>- 1 ^ | I d-J-9 ^ ^ 0 ' ^if! ^ ^ ^'Ap 4i)l ^Lv? *UJ 1 d Li I (_) 13 . ^jj tJv I 

diJi JjS J oijill jlS 


Abdullah ibn Ann (ra) says that Messenger of Allah ft said to me; 

“Recite the Qur’an in a month.” I said, “But I have the power (to do more 
than that).” Allah’s Messenger ft said, “Then finish the recitation of the 
Qur’an in seven days, and do not finish it in less than this.” 77 


Supplementary Hadith (F): 

(hd ub?At:Ju ^143 j3i 1 ’SjX ‘v~® 3 dd ‘l 3 a If Qi* 

. 1 'll) *1 ^4**^ a^\s* Aill f <td d b . d 1 ® c *Lo 1 ^ t^_f 

AT aj (3-W2A AUo dlji AT d)Aj3 cjl4-^ Ah cQTl AT ‘f A^-? tOb^Jl Ll& llil AT d)A) 

'^Tj cJhJl 


Amr ibn al-As (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 

“Envy is not justified but in the case of two people only. A man who has been 
given (knowledge of) this Book by Allah, so he stands with it (reciting it) 
during the night and day and a man who, having been given wealth by Allah, 
spends it night and the day.” 78 


77 Sahih Bukhari no. 5054 and Sahih Muslim no. 184. 

78 Sahih Muslim no. 815a. 
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Supplementary Hadith (G): 

4S-C2 J^P cjj (j,' /jjl ^jP j 3 te, jIip IIj-L>- ijli 

„ . J x 4 o 0 0 Si . , Si , > . o 

4^3 4J »Xi^-l3 c l) 1 tlr^ (J5 aJp 3_^- ,w *q «a5nxpI 

j£*A3 ^0 ^g lyg .^. l I 0J 3^-^ C^J oli ^y>~\l 13 ^ C cJiiv- ( j-* 

ottjiiu ^jIp ji^aAj °j&. % tZj Jt’^t 4 (*£>P' 


Ibn Umar (ra) reports that during the last 10 nights of Ramadhan, whilst in 
I’tikaf, the Messenger of Allah H said; 

“Indeed, when someone is in Salah (prayer) then they are in deep 
conversation with their Lord Almighty, so you should see if anyone is engaged 
in this deep conversation with their Lord and do not make your voices loud 
one over the other in your recitation (of the Qur’an).” 79 


79 Musnad Ahmad no. 5349 and Muwatta Malik no. 76/264. 
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Principle 22: The Prophet Muhammad’s ft Relationship 
with the Qur’an 

ajaj i^JJt 

“Who sees you when you stand (for prayer).” 80 

Hadith no. 29 of 40: 


c lJjjjLa y Ujjj Cy>-1 y yUU-p) Ld-ip y <u)l -up Cy>-1 :3li 

3yp) c-hj tu>l yp cj^x-xJl y -Up y syiap yp eyC yp y ^L?"- 

§-kyil yp y.j' oj-'-/ 7 3) uhyi yjp aiil 


One of the Companions said, “I saw the Messenger of Allah ft praying, his 
chest sounded like the boiling of water due to (him) crying.” 81 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

yp cLyS) y hj-U- tUP y) y OLUiP LLj-Lp c^-ylP- y ^-yap y jlyP CyPl :J\i 
-L-Py Cl oJlpS :Jl^ t^Lhp yP clJC-JA y) yj g-lluJl -Lp Uj-Lp t-^xpuJl -lya-p y 

JVS Ui^uSl C Jyil : Jtls tCjjj; llM d4J 01 ~l£ Ij^P ^ -LJod C-JLa3 4_JLoLp ^lp Cji»kP ^ 

<^SyS-\j \ jy*S" ^ji\ jiJ \jj^O !C-JUl3 13 ^ cd>- ^3 jj !•*■£• jj ‘dji*^ 

#s ' s s ' ' s sis' ' ' ' *“ ' ' ^ ' C 

4bJ 0 15"* L*J . 13 . d Ls c ^ L< u^ aW 1 $■ 

\j» £Ls*>~\j tdJ5J-£ a))1j !cdi ddJl .jjjji 4 _jloLp \j» 13 ^ 

<s s* ' s s . o p^ p * s s* s' s s' p x p 

^^>0 ^ IC-JU& coy>=^- 3^ J5^“ dji IC-J13 cjdd ^ 

^3jj d*% 5-^ c 3^3^' L5^ dj^ ca£^ ^5 Ji- dj5 (di 

L^j ^jdj dAJ dj-^j ^ id^ ®1j co*!)C^Lj 


80 Surah ash-Shu’ara 26:217. 

81 Sahih Ibn Hibban no. 753. Similar wording in Abu Dawud no. 904 and 
Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 971. 
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JjJ <UJLAJl c2jj dy^-£ 1 .x1p *■($£*! ^Aii : Ju Ay>T 

^jhhj olyiAJl ji5- (J jl 1$*3 


Ata said, “I, Ibn Umar and Ubayd bin Umayr went to Aishah (ra) and entered 
her room, and there was a screen between us and her...Ibn Umar said, “Tell 
us about something amazing you witnessed from the Messenger of Allah ft” 

She went quiet 82 and said, “One night, he said, “Let me worship my Lord 
tonight.” I said, “By Allah, I love your being close to me and 1 also love that 
you worship your Lord.” He stood and performed wudu and prayed. He did 
not stop crying till the hijr became wet. 

Then he could not stop crying till his beard was wet. (He then prostrated) 83 
and cried until he made the ground wet. (He then laid down on his side and 
cried) 84 When Bilal came to alert the Prophet for the (Fajr) prayer, he said, 
“O Messenger of Allah! What makes you cry, while Allah has forgiven you 
your previous and latter sins?” He said, “Should I not be a grateful servant? 
There was revealed to me this night Ayat (verses), woe to he who recites it 
but does not contemplate on it. (“Verily, in the creation of the heavens and 
the earth...” 3:190 onwards).” 85 


82 Tafsir Ibn Kathir. The wording by Ibn Kathir mentions she cried and began 
saying, “All his matters were amazing. One night He ft! came close to me and our 
skin touched each other....” 

83 Ibid. 

84 Ibid. 

8 s Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Surah Ale-Imran 3:190 
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Supplementary Hadith (B): 

*j,f3 a >- llj jj I (J 4 a »- 4 (w-oj 5 ^ Ij 4 4 - 5 -s-'^’ 3 ^ 3^ jj ^ LiJ -l>- I (J IS 

^ , Si , * ' s ' S \ S s 0 't° 

*l4p dill dill ^ (JLi I(Jli t4i)l -CP co-U-P /P ^yP ^(_/C«pS!l ^p t*«pLp 

4M ^ ^ 1 .T ^1 ^djj4 dddpy VTHp Ijil <dl dy-*y U : c-JJij Qb Olyiill ^(glp [)3il j*4ky 
TL U_c^y -L^_^o *c«l y-« kc>- li) ^juSoj* : oJtb lil ye>- 5 -Lc.jJI olyiLs <£jy y-^ a*jr 1 i 
ep*-syi t^cP (dl AA^ 3 t^cQj cp*Jj [41 ijT ts.l—ail • ‘bp-*'] {'•^4**’ Qy* c4^" 

.1 i j> - ji-" * y< c 

y-—j 4PyO Oj >p 'j 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) said, “The Messenger of Allah ft asked me to recite 
the Qur’an.” He said “Messenger of Allah, (how) should I recite to you, 
whereas it has been sent down to you? He (the Prophet ft) said, “I desire to 
hear it from someone else.” “So I recited (Surah 4) an-Nisa till I reached the 
Ayat, “How then shall it be when We shall bring from every people a witness 
and bring you against them as a witness?” (4:41). I lifted my head or a person 
touched me in my side, and 1 lifted my head and saw his (the Prophet’s) tears 
falling.” 86 

Supplementary Hadith (C): 


yp yp c(3L>t^4 (j) Ip" c<jhwX> yp y cyl*^ Ldap tc-o^TLdap Qli 

:t*3lyJly . d— p* -ts Aill dy-p) 0 cp aiil ^Sb yd d^® Jh c^ytp yjl 

d-yyS t )y-«-dJl lily dd^LcA Xp y -cbAy*.lly 


Abu Bakr (ra) said to the Messenger of Allah ft, “O Messenger of Allah ft, 
you (look) old.” The Messenger ft said, “I have become old due to Hud 


86 Sahih Muslim no. 800a. 
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(Surah 11), al-Waqiah (Surah 56), al-Mursalat (Surah 77), Amma yatasa alun 
(Surah an-Naba 78) and wa-Shamsu kuwirat (Surah Takweer 81).” 87 

Supplementary Hadith (D): 

Ct-JOS" JlJ c 5-lyj! 4 Jjl LLbt>- :JlS 

oS j £ ^ 'l f 'l I s ^ i o 

Ss.tp Ji 6^2? l-A-l As jyqjJly ifrUkdl 3 kk 

Bar’a (ra) said, “I heard the Prophet ft reciting (Surah 95) at-Tin wa-Zaitun 
(By the Fig and the Olive) in the Isha prayer and I have never heard anybody 
with a better voice or recitation than his.” 88 


eL-Q <ul p A 


In describing the Prophet’s recitation of the Qur’an, one of the companions 
said, 'ka 1 «j jlS “He would extend his voice appropriately and clearly (every 
letter would be pronounced properly). 89 


Supplementary Hadith (E): 

jji jjZjf- t-tSj&j Jl ^ 4 yik* Ak Q-A- ^ ^ ^ 

Ji) U jyt AUiJ tjjldlj 3 Q-j kip aM 4yo' 3 ^ ‘jdi- 


Jubair ibn Mut’im (ra) said, “I heard the Prophet ft reciting at-Tur (Surah 52) 
in Maghrib prayer, and that was at the first time when Iman (belief) was 
planted in my heart” 90 


87 Tirmidhi no. 3297. Hasan gharib according to Tirmidhi. Similar wording in 
Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30268, Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 5997, 
Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 3314, Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 756. Quoted in Tafsir 
Ibn Kathir. 

88 Sahih Bukhari no. 7546 

89 Abu Dawud no. 1465 

90 Sahih Bukhari no. 4023. 
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Supplementary Hadith (F): 


S) cf <y- 9-*-=* 1?' ‘■•H?- if iij o?' L °y" D- 

Oil li j. g wl aill Oil Id (JpL> t Q-* ? ^ td^L^ 

y _ > 


Abu Huraira (ra) reported that he heard the Prophet §i said; 

“Allah does not listen so attentively to anything as He listens to the recitation 
of the Qur’an by a Prophet who recites it well with a melodious and audible 
voice.” 91 


91 Sahih Bukhari no. 7544 and Sahih Muslim no. 7932. 
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Principle 23: The Walking Qur’an 


did13 

“And you are of a great character.” 92 


Hadith no. 30 of 40: 

o' cOa *-*** 1 3 ^" 3 H o_«^- '-*-> 0 ^- ^ o_l^- IIjJ_>- :JlS 

^ ^ULa 

„ f 0jl x _ ^,0 4 't a ', , j. ^ ^ o 0 ^4 ^ 0jl „ 

. ^Jj C-J-9 \y&j c- 0 *J' to-Jll . aJp aaj! ^Lv? am' 3 ^ 3 ^* 3 '®*^ j*' \j C-JjJ-9 

^p \jS-\ <JL3 Sfj ^5' o' *>■ ^® - <J^ — • o'yJ' ol^"" aJp <ui' ^lv? am' ^Qo jjl?- 0^ d-Jll 


Sa’d ibn Hisham ibn Aamir asked Aishah, Mother of the Believers, “....Tell 
me about the character of the Messenger of Allah ft” She said, “Do you not 
read the Qur’an?” I said: ‘Yes.” Upon this she said: “The character of the 
Messenger of Allah ft was the Qur’an.” He said: “I felt inclined to get up and 
not ask anything (further) till death (due to the answer being so 
profound).. ..” 93 


92 Surah al-Qalam 68:4. 

93 Sahih Muslim no. 746a. See also an-Nasa’i no. 1601 and Musnad Ahmad. 
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Principle 24: Virtue of the Memorizers of the Qur’an 


Si __ * > ' 

. .with what they preserved from the Book of Allah.. .” 94 


Hadith no. 31 of 40: 

y y^ cOUiA y£- jjJj $j\$ y\ \1 jJJ- £f. :JlS 

l S s it S s & s s 't, 

dd' U** 4 3y^ Cf- 4-d Cj^ tjj 3 ^ (3.' 

\j£ IJiLi SjT j^-T jIp dJldlyia 313 tUjaJt (J "Jjy cJr liS” Jjjj t?3'i IJ3t ItOTjiJt t^-UaJ 


Abdullah ibn Amr (ra) reported that the Prophet Muhammad is said; 

“It shall be said to the Companion of the Qur’an, ‘Recite and rise up, recite 
(melodiously) as you would recite in the world. For indeed your rank shall be 
at the last Ayah you recite.’” 95 


Hadith no. 32 of 40: 

'Q : d ts , d L& c aill t • ,p ^d^ 3 (d ^ f ~ pp £ j ^ c. f * ,p c £ o^p^p a.. ,~ .* hjap. . d h 

..-IA £^r<ui JOl L. *lJp Aiit 

' % ' S i S 't 1 $ ' ' ~ * 

p*j}\ dr! dr! 42d <^19 £t 


Abdullah (ra) reported that the Prophet Muhammad if said; 

“It is a bad thing that some of you say, ‘I have forgotten such-and-such verse 
of the Qur’an,’ for indeed, he has been caused to forget it. So you should 
remember the Qur’an, because it escapes from the hearts of men faster than 
camels.” 96 


94 Surah al-Maidah 5:44. 

95 Tirmidhi no. 2914. Hasan Sahih according to Tirmidhi. See also Sahih Ibn 
Hibban no. 766, Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30057 and Mu’jam Kabir by 
Tabrani no. 14382. 

96 Sahih Bukhari no. 5032. 
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Supplementary Hadith (A): 

llM ; 1.0. ^ <P Aiil ^yS?j j■^S' £j^“ ^C 4^1 LL)-L>“ I(_)lS 

Jjt l£ lM ctMjiiJl <w*^-Up£ £JiU l£j (Jl3 ^^3 aIIp a&1 a&I 

cAaj 0 ^ 3 i$4l* 


Ibn Umar (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah ft said; 

“The one who learns the Qur’an is like the owner of a hobbled camel. If he 
pays attention to it, he will keep it, but if he releases it, it will go away.” 97 


Saying: 


aiil -L2 p LLki>- LLki>- -ill: ^iJS~ :££jUj 5/I _d^ 

Q Aiil ~yp Jll yn Aj (j) u' Cf- 

cijQiJt .Jjpp I4J1P uJjti ^jA l)^3 () 4 jdl IQp cOQiJt JiLak Jii> UU 

Aj k^Jp .'"■*■ A) 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) said, “It was difficult for us to memorise the words 
of the Qur’an but easy for us to act by them. After us will be people for whom 
it is easy to memorise the Qur’an, but hard to act by it.” 98 


97 Sahih Bukhari no. 5031 and Muwatta Malik no. 243. 

98 Tafsir Qurtubi. 
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Principle 25: Not using Memorized Ayat in the Prayer 
causes Forgetfulness 


# , s * 's o e * ' * o * “i t ' a * 4 $ * 

SQy JljSJl Jj)j Jj jl SU3 <u« IjaijS jl kjupj *>U3 ^ 

“Stand (all) night (to pray). Half of it or subtract from it a little or add to it, 
and recite the Qur’an distinctly.” 99 


Hadith no. 33 of 40: 

jl tyjp- gd Id t.XjiS' id lli-U- : ji5 ^ dd*-' Qi® 

Uaid lit yllidil J^}t JiiS"OT^ajt ’lii v2l (Jll A*lp ^ Jdoj 

°jl tj)3 t ojS^ JJJb sfjli ti) cC~ii 

4™J oUL 


Ibn Umar (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah it said; 

“....When the Companion of the Qur’an stands (to perform Salah), reciting 
it by night and day, he retains it and if he doesn’t recite it, he forgets.” 100 


99 Surah al-Muzammil 73:2-4. 

100 Sunan al-Kubra an-Nisai no. 7989. Similar wording in Sahih Muslim no. 789b, 
Musnad Ahmad no. 4923, Mustakhraj by Abu Awanah, Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi 
no. 181. 
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Principle 26: Holding on to the Qur’an with Strength means 
You will Never go Astray 

BjAi .13- 

. .Hold on to the Book with strength.. .” 101 


Hadith no. 34 of 40: 

, (3U3- , ^lyudl -AA ^plph ^y^~\ , .JjjlAl Aijl -Up y\ 

0 ' 'c i 'e 

U4Ip 'ill ^ fy <y. jy If , (3.' hi , ^43 1 (_3' jjI 

uuSyi ai ( 3 J kgJ' la (Jl_a3 4a>e_>- (3 C_«)g>- L?^ 25 ^ J^ 

<Uj d!i>j . 4ll <L)\& :lail IjjUaJ jii 4 j jiai^asPl 01 U 


Ibn Abbas (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah if addressed the people 
at the farewell Hajj, and He ft; 

“O people, 1 leave behind for you, that by which if you stick firmly to you 
will never go astray; the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet.” 102 


Hadith no. 35 of 40: 

jj;! ^jp t-u*^. jjl -u*-^ ^p <. -u*Al -Up jp tJAhl aJl3- y>\ kia3- 
01 0j-C§-kJ y^Jl tljjJujl IjjJuul jULs djp <d)l dill kJp ^7j^~ l(Jk c^pljil-1 

diiyl?3 ‘■dill -Cj dijl? 01jiiJi iaj& Ols c^ao i^Jk A^ui hii hh dJ| h! 

tail oa*j iySvLs jjj lyUaj jj jiSjli .4 j ^SyalL 


101 Surah Maryam 19:12. 

102 Sunan al-Kubra by Bayhaqi no. 20336. Similar wording in Muwatta Malik 46:3 
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Abi Shutayh al-Khazai’i (ra) reports that the Messenger H said; 

. ..Indeed this Qur’an is a rope — one end of it is in the Hand of Allah and 
the other end is in your hands. So hold firmly to it, so that you would never 
go astray and never be destroyed (no matter what the circumstance).” 103 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

£y JGQ cayG ^y. 0 A 2 T 3 cGlLjl : Jh c 

Alii dyyj Jb . n -t~ 4 J Jb aG) G-b 

IjdjitS jjjlj <U3 4Ail lodji <jdj3j ilyh bij c tUdab- liLs IaJj 

Jjd ^**0 J>^(3 Jl^ y t<u9 LiAfj 41)1 <~j\z£'A j 1 

<£H Jit J 'ill ^ Jit J ill (^fit 


Hussain ibn Sabra (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah U said; 

“...And I have left you two heavy (important issues): The first of them is the 
Book of Allah. In it is the Guidance and the Light. Whoever holds firmly to 
it and takes from it, he is upon the Guidance. Whoever errs with respect to 
it, goes astray. So take from the Book of Allah Almighty and hold firmly to 
it. (The second thing is) Ahl Bayti (My Family - i.e. wives, children, son-in- 
law etc), I remind you by Allah with regard to My Family, I remind you by 
Allah with regard to My Family, I remind you by Allah with regard to My 
Family.” 104 


103 Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30006, Sahih Ibn Hibban no.122, Shu’b al-Iman 
by Bayhaqi no.1858, al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani 1439 and Musnad Bazzar no. 
342l/ 

104 Sahih Muslim 2408. Also refer to Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Darimi, Mu’jam al- 
Kabeer by Tabrani and Sunan al-Kubra by an-Nasa’i. 
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Principle 27: The role of the Qur’an during times of 
Fitnah and Confusion 

iji ouikh ^ilh '^4 ! ! '■ptis* 

“A Book which We revealed to you, that you may bring people from the 
(many levels) of darkness into the Light.. .” 105 


Hadith no. 36 of 40: 

tj) coljjJl Lf- t-Lys**- -hO hjU5- ijli 

\l\j> I j oJA : jlS tOjhll jp Ojd-l ^4 Jl ^ c^UaJl j6±JLS\ 

ai tytiJl O' iSy hi' yA 0 icAaJ ^Jlp oL-ai cajatiayh 3 0 

y , 6 | ^ 'i ' y °> * y a y ' y "C 

*uLp aMI C^ocC’*’ 1 Jli 1*1 iJU !oi_s ?\-AjJjLs ccuol->-*y! (3 

Uj <L*3 I(JlS ^a\)I 1j Lg-L* 1-* !d3JL$ .<Lwi3 Oe^3**i L£l 

c JJ^V U U U 

jsiUi jaj c^wUJi <u)l 3^3 33io\ &js> 3 <s^3a ^**ji j*j 

<tU g jLSJ % i<U*jSh 4 j c£1jaS! 1 <b £jj? ^gjji jA ipOxOJJi J^IJ^aSI jAj 

^ ^^1 jA c<UJl?cP ^OJUj c^Jil Sjjt£* 

°j*3 t_)4 Jw*p “3-U^ Jli j* {ajijjl til ‘■5443. 4^ tf ' '■hji Lie* 1 ul} :t^Jli 

^aL~o Jl <u!t Ipi tj43 ‘ J*’^ ^ 


Ali (ra) said I heard the Messenger of Allah U say, ‘Fitnah (trials and 
tribulations) will certainly come.’ I asked what is the way out O Messenger of 
Allah? He replied; 


105 Surah Ibrahim 14:1. 
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“The Book of Allah is the way, for it contains information of what happened 
before you, news of what will come after you and a decision regarding matters 
that will occur among you...It is decisive (fasl) and not a joke (hazl). Whoever 
leaves it, is a tyrant and Allah will break him, and if anyone seeks guidance 
elsewhere, Allah will lead him astray. It is the rope of Allah, the wise 
reminder, the straight path, whims would not deviate it nor the tongue 
become confused, and the scholars cannot be fully satisfied (i.e. much more 
to explore intellectually, spiritually etc). It is not worn down by repetition nor 
do its wonders ever cease.. .He who quotes it, speaks the truth, he who acts 
according to it, is rewarded and he who judges according to it, is just, and he 
who invites people to it (i.e. the Qur’an) is (himself) guided to the Straight 
Path.” 106 


106 no . 2906. Similar wording in Musnad Ahmad no. 704, Musannaf ibn 

Abi Shaybah 10/482, Musnad Abu Ya’lah no. 367, Hilyatul Awliya by Isbahani, 
Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 1788, Ma’jam al-Kabeer of Tabrani no. 160, Musnad 
Bazzar no. 836 and Sunan Darimi no. 3374. Tirmidhi comments J***? o:>Lq — The 

chain is weak due to an unknown narrator. Some scholars comment that this is 
more likely the statement of Ali (ra) and not the Prophet. However, the meaning is 
authentic and parts of the Hadith are mentioned in other narrations, like Hadith no. 
15 in this collection. “This Qur’an is the Banquet of Allah. Learn as much as you 
can from His banquet. This Qur’an is the Rope of Allah, and it is the clear Light 
and (is the effective) Healing. It is a protection for the one who clings to it and a 
rescue for the one who follows it. It is not crooked and so puts things straight. It 
does not deviate so as to be blamed. Its wonders do not cease. It does not wear out 
with much repetition.”(Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 2040. Similar wording in Musannaf 
ibn Abi Shaybah no. 30008, Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 6017, Sunan as-Sagheer by 
Bayhaqi, Darimi no. 3358 and Mu’jam al-Kabeer Tabrani no. 8648). 
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Principle 28: “Learn the Book of Allah and Follow it” 


dfjj j* U 

“Follow what was revealed to you from your Lord.. .” 107 


Hadith no. 37 of 40: 


c f ~pj 0^'.’1 • ~ t^• pj '' • Jh 

^ 0 c 

:Uli3 ^ ;Jiii cdJ ^ bp_&j ^3 lv' ijii ^ ,jp 

J| o ^ ^ c JJ 

e-olj-bl <-ibpj ^I LoLal :Jli cAio-L>- cd-o-b- ^jp ttiJJb-*J liboJl ibbJis .o-b 

bl cJj 23 cAa^SsJl Lo*JJb ebb Oili 4 J, bl ^ cuJL^ 3 ijli Ai^SJb 

UlS" aaL>- Ab lils c-bt—b*l cbb-Ji :Jli ctibbl c—>jP- c3j-~bl O-ali ILl$ c~be—b*l Jo>-l.s 
J.J ^lii Jj>-j $.Ux3 <.p-£bp : Jli cJ-^j C-o-b- J,J cu*-^ 

Jb—o ^1 Li^S"" C^-iS"" jJ c C-*3jP .Ai : Jli c^*j !C-b3 ?Ool ^r^jl I Jli ?I-La ;c-J-£3 

Abp aA)I J y^j OjJb-vU J^-lbl ll)l^* I J^JL AAo-b- 0-*-o—~i 4 AO* do ^J~\i I Jli C 1-La ^j^P 


jl C-^3jPj 4jJuJl ^jP aIL-I (ddSj 4jbbl jjp- — jJ-^J 
U ^Jlj 44 &I OlsS^ c4a»A?- b" :Jli j^~\ \jjt> Iju ca3j! J y^j b iJuii :Jli 

c4)^ ^b*3 cA^2jhi^ b lJ\JL$ j^ibl 1 -La _1*j t<0jl J b IC-J^ ijli 4jlj»* oio*}L> ‘bi 

~bj ca\) 1 Jb ! C-b^ 4 : Jli jj-^b 1 -La Jju 4A)jl J_^j b ! C-b^ <U3 La 

caw! Jj~-j b :iii c o*>\j "<U3 U £*2\j CjIS'^ itu c4jbb^- b" : Jli J-ibl Ibj^ 
b icuL® —^3 jl— l^j3 ^Lp LpU^j L c^ m '^ C5^ • Jli 

: JU "<u1p CJITi^iJt ^\ji\ ^Tjj : JL5 L sj-til Jj~"j 

o“}h "<us U cajbl CjbS’ j»l*5 tSjijA?- b" : Jli jJ-l IJl* -Uj t<&l dj—'j ^ :c~li 

^ J, 1 . ^ ^ 

^1p olPi tpt—pL —p <ux3 :dl® ^^aA ~\ju tAijl d_^j \i :od5 :dl® t jLr A 

Ias-I O' ja Ail j^>- t J-br ^t’ "j0\s- C-jtj Sij-i?- U c-a Ols tjUil —j'>i' 


107 Surah al-An’am 6:106. 
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Hudaifah ibn al-Yaman (ra) says, “People would ask the Messenger of Allah 
ft about the good, but I used to ask him about the bad, in case I am overtaken 
by it. (In his discussion with the Prophet ft about different stages of Fitnah 
(trials) of the Ummah); I said, “O Messenger of Allah ft will be there be any 
bad after the good?” He ft said, “O Hudaifah, learn the Book of Allah and 
follow (practice) that which is in it.” (He ft repeated this three times). I asked 
(again), “O Messenger of Allah ft will be there be any evil after the good?” 
He ft said, “O Hudaifah, learn the Book of Allah and follow (practice) that 
which is in it.” I said (again), “O Messenger of Allah ft will be there be any 
bad after the good?” He ft said, “(There will be) Fitnah (trials) and evil.” 

I said, “O Messenger of Allah ft will there be good after this evil?” He ft 
said, “O Hudaifah, learn the Book of Allah and follow (practice) that which 
is in it.” (He ft repeated this three times). I said (again), “O Messenger of 
Allah ft will there be good after this evil?” He ft said, “There shall be a truce 
clouded by smoke, a group (with hidden intentions)” I said, “O Messenger 
of Allah ft what is the truce clouded by smoke? He ft said, “The hearts of 
the people will not return to how they were.” 

I said, “O Messenger of Allah ft will be there be any evil after the good?” He 
ft said, “O Hudaifah, learn the Book of Allah and follow (practice) that which 
is in it.” (He ft repeated this three times). I said (again), “O Messenger of 
Allah ft will be there be any evil after the good?” He ft said, “A blinding and 
deafening fitnah (trial). With it, will be Callers inviting to the doors of Hell. 
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For you to die, O Hudaifah, biting on to a root of a tree would be better than 
following any one of them.” 108 


Hadith no. 38 of 40: 

ojtj" :Jl i Jl oS' UjJ4- A-p y. 0-1-L>- Qli 

LAyj)i o-L* j4SA • J y-i aJlp kd 4Sll Q&—0 st-jut* 1 : JjA t^eJip 


Uqbah (ra) said that he heard the Messenger of Allah H say; 

“The majority of the Hypocrites of this Ummah (Muslims) will be its readers 
(i.e. those who read the Qur’an and do not act according to it).” 109 


108 Abu Dawud no. 4246. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 37114, 
al-Kubra by an-Nasa’i no. 7978, Musnad Ahmad no. 23282 and Sahih Ibn Hibban 
no. 5963. There are many lessons that can be learnt from this Hadith. The 
phrase, “O Hudaifah, learn the Book of Allah and follow (practice) that which is in 
it” is repeated in this narration ten times. This demonstrates the importance of the 
advice and shows the way out of any Fitnah (trial). Firstly, learn the Book of Allah 
and secondly follow its instructions and advice. Many people fall short in one of 
these two categories. Either there are shortcomings in how/what they leam from 
the Book of Allah or the shortcoming lies in the practice. Guidance is exclusively 
from Allah and He grants it to those who are deserving of it. The following 
narration adds two important points. Firstly, the importance of “acting on” and 
implementing the Qur’an and secondly, the proportionate amount of what is 
achieved; 


/ jj a ^ jj ■ a. :* y\ Laa^~ ioSLxi p y~ Q>P-i 


aj tdQih o4i 44-1 (d-Q ful Q-4 JTd Jb ijli tyy-4-l ^ /A T 

44-1 ac jTyiJl 44 -\ 44-1 ai_2 i*Jla j 44-1 j 4) 2J4 44-1 a4a 

qjToi-aJi 


“Whoever takes a third of the Qur’an, and acts on it will have taken a third of 
Prophethood. Whoever takes a half of the Qur’an will have take taken a half of 
Prophethood and whoever takes the whole Qur’an and acts on it will have taken all 
of Prophethood.” Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 2354. Quoted in Tafsir Qurtubi. 

109 Musnad Ahmad no. 17410. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah no. 
13/228 and Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 6959. 
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Saying: 


01 c^jLaII Joj yy -tfA b t-C^-l j CJipS 101 cOUsJdl yy**^-\ yj -ifA bypl :<JlS 
A JOp Jli : JU ^j\ IT cSjjU^j ^y\ 0,aA D tJ-gJaO- j^aaO /y -L*u^ 

y QO*j yy IjJiijI 0^3 t ‘^ J - >* Ik) c jTjiijl Ji J5jy*j *j Ic^UaTl 


Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) said, “Do not be deluded and deceived by the one 
who reads the Qur’an; for it is words that are spoken with. However, look at 
the one who acts by it (i.e. the Qur’an).” 110 


Supplementary Hadith (A): 

yy Jy-ajtJ-1 jj) yy t JbO jp" jI t*Aj d-tp- yy y\ LLkl>- ;<JlS 

\j :oJls olaj O'ji alp lili jli3 till! - Aif ill QA - ^1)1 yQ : jli t-gJ 
pjj ^ilLl IjjUjI aJjjzjj lj$.lljl Ajyijj 0IJitil lyaj y^-j t^judl UuSj taiil j^Oy 

p^^Jl oaj& yp*Jji tiLalJlj j^j aisi ^ cols"01 .-Uj : jli VaOUaIi 

yUg.j li Ojjjii tQUaJlj 


Ziyad ibn Lubayd (ra) reports that the Prophet ft said; 

“.. ..and knowledge will go (or disappear).’ He asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah 
how will knowledge leave (disappear) whilst we read the Qur’an and our 
children read the Qur’an and their children will read it until the Day of 
Judgement.’ He M said, ‘May your Mother lose you, I considered you as one 
of the men of understanding of Madinah. Do you not see these Jews and 
Christians reading their Torah and Injeel and they do not practice anything 
of it?” 111 


110 Kitab al-Iqtida al-Ilm wa al-Amal by Khatib al-Baghdadi. 

111 Ibn Majah no. 4048. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah, Tarikh al- 
Kabir by Bukhari no. 3/344, Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani no. 5290 and Mustadrak 
al-Hakim no. 3/590. 
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Principle 29: A Time will come when People will lose the 
Understanding of the Qur’an 

12 \ ^aJIj 

“And if We willed, We could surely do away with that which 
We have revealed to you.. .” 112 


Hadith no. 39 of 40: 

yj -ifA c j\?■'* 'i y> -tAi c lAlT y> y> yf 

y£* y j&*>- y -£• ^cfy^ y ^ by y*' y b-y+> 1 (jp y ^yy 

X-LC-j aXp- aAJ^ ^ Jj~“3 JU :jls ilp iil tuJUa Op yi- tal>- °Js> i.yol 

^3 ja y?j ^ OUj yz 36 O' dJLijl 

^ ftJ&JjS' yA pLoAJl C yA j**i ^J&^LqAp yA 3^3 

, ,, , . _ i,,.; 

ijJCJ |»4~^3 


Ali ibn Abi Talib (ra) reported that the Prophet Muhammad U said; 

“There will come a time upon the people, when there will remain nothing of 
Islam except its name (ism) and nothing will remain of the Qur’an except its 
outward form (rasm). Their masjids will be full of people (well built) but will 
be empty of guidance. Their scholars will be the most evil under the heavens; 
from them turmoil (fitnah) will emanate and to them it will return.” 113 


112 Surah al-Isra 17:86. 

113 Shu’b al-Iman by Bayhaqi no. 1763. First part of narration “There will come a 
time on the people when there will remain nothing of the Islam except its name 
(ism) and nothing will remain of the Qur’an except its outward form (rasm),” also 
reported by Bukhari in Khalq Afal al-Ibad. 
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Supplementary Hadith (A): 

^jP (.Qjysi /jJ (Jlj-Jl ^jP ~Lp ^P cOtJj lljwL>- (. I<JlS 

<u c«allgill co-A^o aJLp ^ *^“J ^ caNI ~LP 

J\t °y> b\i JvS t( Jip 5si TjJli w* uiSlf jui di- ’ill Jl> £uJl Jl 


Abdullah (ra) said that he heard a man reciting a verse which he had heard 
the Prophet ft reciting in a different way, so he took him by the hand “So I 
went with him to the Prophet ft (and told him the story).” The Prophet ft 
said, “Both of you are reciting in a correct way, so carry on reciting.” The 
Prophet ft further added, “The nations which were destroyed before you, 
were because they differed.” 114 


Saying: 

dSjiil J\ °Jc. <.%*&> ‘yr^l J\ °Jc. <.J& J, J-ytiQ If : JU 

i£Llp )ij-tJh 4iSd>-U2^ ^uL>- Q 


Abu Darda (ra) said, “When you adorn (decorate) your Masajid and ornament 
your Qur’an, then you will perish.” 115 


114 Sahih Bukhari no. 5062. Similar wording in Sunan al-Kubra by an-Nasa’i no. 
8040 and Musnad Ahmad no. 3908. 

115 Musannaf Abdur Razzaq no. 5132. Similar wording in Musannaf ibn Abi 
Shaybah no. 8799 and Hilyatul Awliya by al-Isbahani. When the emphasis shifts 
from the spiritual to solely the physical aspects, this results in stangnation and 
degradation. 
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Principle 30: Make the Heart Flourish with the Qur’an 


uUj jtjfii'jj uii 

“.. .As for those who believed, it has increased them 
in faith while they are rejoicing.” 116 


Hadith no. 40 of 40: 

c AAi' ^.1 ^UJl jit Ld-iS- hi J-r^ 2 - 9 :-gji :JlS 

s ^ & S s 't 's. S' '*'£-* '''' 6 C 

*)Jj Jg_3 cL^LL?! <u!p cAiJl -X^p (Lr^ - (Lr^ - 

Jap tddiio- £j jj)sU lilaj tdJwi tiialp 3d tiSalp *_AJ' : Jlii t jj>- 

dJjii ji .cJAb»- ta?-i <UuJp ji .4 j C**£" > ddJ yA JjL JUltld t iiyL^3 

ttSjaip 3jjj ^3 dlyflJt til alp j*ip (J <u oytUd jf taLils" 3 

lAyi aJISQ dibly hi! ojAI hh t-alaiy ^>^“3 


Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) reports that the Messenger of Allah % said; 

“No one is afflicted with some stress or worry but supplicates, 

“O Allah, I am Your servant, son of Your servant, son of Your maidservant, 
my forelock is in Your Hand. Your command over me is forever executed 
and Your decree over me is just. I ask You by every name belonging to You, 
which You have named Yourself or You taught to someone from Your 
creation or revealed in Your Book, or You have preserved in the knowledge 
of the unseen with You; that You make the Qur’an the spring of my 
heart (i.e. make my heart flourish with the Qur’an) and the light of 
my chest, and a departure for my sorrow and a release for my anxiety.” 
except that Allah will remove his sorrow and will exchange his distress into 
happiness.” 117 


116 Surah at-Tawbah 9:124. 

117 Musnad Ahmad no. 1994. Similar wording in Sahih Ibn Hibban no. 972 and 
Mustadrak al-Hakim no. 1877. Quoted in Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Zad al-Ma’ad by 
Ibn al-Qayyim. 
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END OF THE HADITH COLLECTION 
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Advice to the Hamil al-Qur’an 
(Beater of the Qur’an) 


1. Ikhlas (sincerity). Have a sincere intention when studying the 
Qur’an - this is inextricably linked to the condition of the Heart. 
Sincerity is key in understanding the Qur’an. 

2. Approach the Qur’an with a readiness to follow the guidance. 

Sayyid Qutb writes, “We should return to it to find out what kind of 
person it asks us to be, and then be like that. During this process, we 
will also discover the artistic beauty in the Qur’an, the marvellous 
tales in the Qur’an, the scenes of the Day of Judgment in the Qur’an, 
the intuitive logic of the Qur’an, and all other such benefits, which 
are sought in the Qur’an by academic and literary people. We will 
enjoy all these other aspects, but these are not the main object of our 
study. Our primary purpose is to know what way of life is demanded 
of us by the Qur’an, the total view of the universe which the Qur’an 
wants us to have, what is the nature of our knowledge of God taught 
to us by the Qur’an.. .and the kind of legal and constitutional system 
it asks us to establish in the world.” 

3. Ask the help of Allah Jusj to understand the Qur’an. 

When faced with problems in understanding the Qur’an, one should 
supplicate to Allah Jutj for help and guidance while continually 

studying and trying to understand. It is mentioned that when 
Abdullah ibn Masood (ra) would recite the words of Allah, “And say, 
My Lord, increase me in knowledge,” (20:114) he would say, 

liJQ 6Ujj UIp “O Allah, increase me in knowledge, faith, and 
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conviction.” 118 It is also reported that when Ibn Taymiyyah 
encountered difficulty in understanding an Ayat of the Qur’an, he 
would take refuge in a large mosque in a desolate area, place his 
forehead on the ground (in sajdah) and repeat, “O teacher of 
Ibrahim! Grant me understanding.” 

4. Appreciate the magnificence of the Divine Speech. 


.'llT <Jj 




4iai ^ yl>c^h ^Qp yip <0)1 aS)1 


.Oil 4i)l <Qp y4k ^S^dl yip eoeT 

G-lots y .otph obll bti (jy>-l dyp 4)1 s.l>- ^ yip 

<UP jypl S' oil d 


Imam al-Ghazali quoted a saying, “I read the Qur’an but did not find 
sweetness in it. Then I read it as if I was hearing it from the Prophet 
while he was reciting it to his companions. Then, I moved a stage 
further and read the Qur’an as I was hearing it from Jibreel while he 
delivered it to the Prophet. Then Allah Jutj <ou^< brought me to a 

further stage - I began to read it as if I was hearing it from the 
Speaker. This was a blessing that was so unbearably (amazing) and 
satisfying.” 119 


118 Mu’jam al-Kabeer by Tabrani no. 8549. 

119 al-Ghazali, Ihya Uloom ad-Din. 
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5. Read the Qur’an as if every word is directed directly to YOU. 

Recite and read the Qur’an as if YOU are the one being addressed. 
When Allah speaks about Jannah, think that you are the 

one He is speaking about. When Allah Juy, speaks about the 

disbelievers and warns them, think that you are the one that is being 
warned from His punishment. When the descriptions of those being 
dragged to the Fire, imagine it is you that it is happening to. 

6. Recite the Qur’an slowly while your Aql (intellect) is able to 
digest and process what is being recited. Detach from all 
outward and inward whisperings and distractions. 

7. Ask key questions. How do I practically carry out the injunctions 
and guidance upon myself, those under my authority (family, workers 
etc) and communally as an Ummah? 

8. Read the Qur’an having Yaqin (certainty) that every word is the 
Kalam (speech) of Allah. The Qur’an coheres with reality in such 
an amazing way that it shows that only the Creator of the Heavens 
and the Earth could have sent this book. Experiencing the 
truthfulness of the Qur’an is like trying out a key. Without the right 
key, we cannot open a locked door. With the right key (i.e., with the 
message of the Qur’an), we open the door (i.e., discover the truth of 
our existence) and thereby confirm that indeed the key is the right 
one. 
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Multi-dimensional Miracles of the Qur’an 



Linguistic — The genius of its language, elegance, rhythm, rich 
imagery, fluidity, its weaving of metaphors and concepts, its many 
varied and previously unheard styles and techniques of prose, as well 
as a remarkable use of vocabulary, make it a work of eternal 
perfection. The Arabs since the time of its revelation recognised its 
non-human origin and accepted its Divinity. 120 

Historic — The Qur’an makes mention of ancient civilisations and 
historic events with precise accuracy. As an example, refer to the 
deliberate usage of the terms “Kings” and “Pharaohs” in the story of 
Joseph and Moses in the Qur’an. 

Biblical fulfilment — There are a number of verses of the Old and 
New Testament that prophesised the coming of the Prophet 


120 For further reading, please refer to “The Miraculous Language of the Qur’an” by 
Dr. Bassam Saeh. 


76 



Muhammad, such as in Isaiah 42. There are many books written on 
this topic. 

Numerical — The numerical harmony of the Qur’an is undeniable 
and is evidence that the Qur’an is an endless, timeless miracle for 
every age. With over 70,000 words, the frequency and usage of words 
is extraordinary. Some examples: The word “man” in its singular 
form is mentioned a total of 24 times, which is exacdy the same 
number of times the word “woman” is mentioned. “Angels” are 
mentioned 88 times in the Qur’an, while “devils” are also mentioned 
88 times. “Iblees” (Satan) is mentioned 11 times, and seeking refuge 
with Allah JQj is also mentioned 11 times. The phrase “Allah 

loves” and its opposite, “Allah does not love”, both appear exactly 
16 times each! The word “belief’ is mentioned 25 times, and the 
word “disbelief’ is likewise mentioned 25 times. 

The phrase “Seven Heavens” is mentioned exactly seven times! 
When we count the number of times the word “say” 121 appears, it is 
332, and when we count the number of times “they say” appears, it, 
too, is ama 2 ingly 332! The Arabic word for “this world” (“ad- 
Dunya”) appears in the Qur’an 115 times, while the word for “the 
afterlife” (“al-Akhirah”) also appears 115 times. 

When we count all the mentions of the word “month” in its singular 
form in the Qur’an, they add up to exactly 12. On average, there are 
30 days per month—and the number of times the plural forms of the 


121 “Qul” - imperative form, i.e. tell them O Prophet. 
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word “day” are mentioned in the Qur’an is also 30! We know that 
the number of days it takes the earth to orbit the sun is 365 (i.e., one 
solar year). When we count all mentions in the Qur’an of the word 
“day” in its singular forms, they shockingly add up to exactly 365! Is 
this all a coincidence? 

Scientific — The world of science belongs to the category of the 
‘created signs of Allah’ and His Divine Speech belongs to the 
‘revealed signs of Allah’. It is not surprising therefore, that each time 
there is a breakthrough in unravelling the universe, we increase in 
certainty that the One who created the universe is the One who 
revealed the Qur’an. 122 

Promise of Allah — The future is an unknown entity for us. Only 
Allah knows the future. The Qur’an predicts the future and makes 
promises which later become true. For example, it promises the 
Believers will become rulers on earth (Qur’an 24:55). Historically, the 
Muslims rose to become the global super-power of the world, firstly 
destroying the Persian empire followed by the Roman (Byzantine) 
empire. Another example is the prediction that within 9 years of the 
defeat of the Roman empire in approximately 615 C.E., they shall be 
victorious again. After Greater-Syria was lost to the Persians, Egypt 
was also annexed, and much of the Roman territory was lost. This 
lasted till around the year 622 C.E.. The Roman empire was on the 
verge of complete collapse, and then “came one of the most 


122 Refer to “Scientific Truths and the Qur’an” A.B. al-Mehri, published by The 
Qur’an Project. 
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astonishing reversals in the annals of war.” 123 In 624 C.E., the 
Romans had their first victory and began a four year streak of 
victories culminating in the recapture of much of their lost territory 
including J erusalem. 

Knowledge of Inner Realities — The Qur’an addresses the human 
being with the knowledge of his innermost realities. Upon hearing its 
words, the reader senses as if he is being addressed personally. 

Ruqyah — The recitation of the Qur’an is a means of healing the sick, 
whether physically, emotionally or spiritually. Thousands of people 
throughout history can testify to the use of the recitation of the 
Qur’an in healing their illnesses. 

Recitation and Memorisation — It is a fact that the most popular 
book of all time is the Qur’an. No other book has been recited or 
memorised like the Qur’an. Today, there are millions of people 
throughout the world who have memorised the whole Qur’anic text. 

9. B.R.U.A.D. Remember the acronym: 

1. To Believe in the Qur’an (Iman) 

2. To Read it (Tilawah) 

3. To Understand it - Learn and Reflect (Ta’leem and Tadabbur) 

4. To Act upon it (Amal bihi) 

5. Give Da’wah (Convey its message and teachings) 

123 Howard-Johnston, James, "The Armenian History attributed to Sebeos,” Liverpool 
University Press (1999), p. xxiv. 
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You can use Qur’an Wiki (www.quran-wiki.com) to help you 
increase your knowledge about the Qur’an. It aims to consolidate 
the best available data for every Surah and Ayat of the Qur’an. 
Amongst its features are the Tafsir Zone, Qur’an Dictionary, 
Dashboard with graphs and pie-charts and Manuscripts/Inscriptions 
section. 

10. Be a Zahid. Zuhd is to only take and engage with those worldly 
possessions that will benefit your after-life. Do not choose to be a 
person who loves money, riches and the luxuries of this temporary 
world. Be a person who loves the riches and luxuries of the 
permanent after-life. 

11. Be a person of integrity. Never compromise your position as a 
bearer and companion of the Qur’an by flirting with people who will 
bring into question your integrity; albeit the rich, governments and 
people of power. Al-Ajurri writes, “He (the bearer of the Qur’an) 
does not beautify his voice for the sake of the kings of this world.” 124 

12. Do not abandon the Qur’an. There are a number of ways that one 
can abandon the Qur’an; 

1. Abandoning honouring the Qur’an — taking its words, 
commands lightly, as a joke or mocking etc. 

2. Abandoning the listening of the Qur’an. 

3. Abandoning learning and teaching others of the Qur’an. 


124 Al-Ajurri, Akhlaq Hammaltul Qur’an. 
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4. Abandoning the recitation of the Qur’an. 

5. Abandoning the memorization of the Qur’an. 

6. Abandoning the Tadabbur (contemplation) of the Qur’an. 

7. Abandoning acting on what you have learnt from the Qur’an. 

8. Abandoning ruling according to the Qur’an. 

13. Learn the Book of Allah and follow it U Ljlj oUS” 

The way out of every fitnah (trial) is to; firsdy, learn the Book of 
Allah and secondly, follow its instmctions and advice. Many people 
fall short in one of these two categories. Either there are 
shortcomings in how/what they learn from the Book of Allah or the 
shortcoming is in the implementation. Guidance is exclusively from 
Allah and He grants it to those who are deserving of it. It is therefore 
imperative to hold on to the Qur’an with strength (quwa), both in 
learning and implementation. 
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Appendix A: Authenticity of the Collection 


Regarding the authenticity of the Hadith used in this collection, this subject 
matter can be approached in two ways. Firsdy, we can analyse the isnad (chain 
of narrators) of the narrations and essentially judge the narrators based on 
their adala (religious integrity), dhabt (level of retention), continuity of the 
chain, free from hidden defects and conformity to established narrations. 
Secondly, we could analyse the text of the narrations and establish an 
authentic meaning that conforms to the Qur’an and other established 
authentic Hadith. 

As for judging the isnads of the narrations in this collection, the Hadith can 
be split into two main categories; those Hadith which belong to Sahih Bukhari 
and Sahih Muslim and those which belong to all other collections. The 
scholars of Hadith have Ijmah (unanimous) about the authenticity of the 
Hadith of Sahih Bukhari and Muslim, so we do not need to comment about 
their chains. As for the other collections of Hadith, the scholars differ 
amongst themselves about the levels and grades of authenticity of the 
respective narrations. I have chosen to include comments on the isnads only 
from Hadith compilers from the first four hundred years of Islam - they were 
most apt to accurately judge gradation of the narrators. However, comments 
from the compilers from this early era are few in this collection. I have tried 
to compensate for this by including extensive referencing to other collections 
where the same or similar worded narration is included and this will give the 
reader a wider understanding of the level of reporting. In addition, I have 
included writings of scholars who have quoted the narration, which in torn, 
helps establish the authenticity of the meaning of the narration at the very 
least. 
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The following statement (abridged) from Shah Wali Allah on the ranks of the 
books of Hadith, should assist the reader further in understanding the various 
collections of Hadith used in this book. 

Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi writes, “The books about Hadith are of different 
ranks and at various levels and it is necessary to exercise care in recognmng 
their ranks. We hold that these collections are of four ranks with respect to 
accuracy and repute; 

1. This is because the highest types of hadiths are those confirmed by 
many reports (tawatur), and the community agreed to accept them 
and to act on them. 

2. Next are those which are well known and transmitted abundantly 
through numerous lines (mustafid). There remains no doubt worth 
considering regarding them, and the majority of the legal scholars of 
the garrison towns 125 (agreed on them, and in particular the learned 
scholars of the two sacred cities did not disagree with them, for 
Makkah and Madinah were the location of the rightly-guided Caliphs 
in the first generations and were frequented by the itinerant learned 
scholars generation after generation, so that it was unlikely that an 
obvious error would be accepted by them, or that it would become 
well-known and implemented within a large area and be reported by 
a large body of the Companions and the Successors. 


125 The Garrison towns (amsar) where the early Muslims settled in the populated 
areas of Syria and Iraq and Fiqh (legal) schools developed in the second and third 
Islamic centuries. 
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3. The third group of hadith are the ones whose chain of reporters is 
sound or good, and is testified to by the scholars of the hadith, and 
they are not abandoned sayings which no one of the community 
holds to be true. 

4. As for (the fourth group which are) weak, invented (mawdu’), 
interrupted in chain, or transposed (maqlub) in text, transmitted 
from unknown persons, or opposed to (a hadith) which the pious 
ancestors agreed on generation after generation; there is no way to 
uphold them. Thus, the accuracy resides in the compiler of the book 
having made a condition for himself the citing of what is sound and 
good, not transposed, anomalous (shadh) 126 or weak, unless he 
provides an accompanying explanation of its status; for citing the 
weak hadith together with an explanation of its status would not 
detract from the book... 

Investigation has established that only three books belong to the first rank: 

1. The Muwatta, the Sahih of Bukhari, and the Sahih Muslim. Al-Shafi’i 
said, “The most sound book after the book of Allah is 
the Muwatta of Malik.” And the experts in Hadith studies agreed that 
everything in it is sound (sahih) according to Malik’s opinion and 
those who concurred with him....As for the two Sahih’s (of Muslim 
and Bukhari), the Hadith scholars agreed that all of the uninterrupted 
hadiths going back to the Prophet in them are certainly sound, and 


126 

A report from a single authority which differs from what others have 
authentically reported. 
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that the (contents of) the two books reached their compilers in 
multiply-transmitted connected chains, and that whoever holds them 
in contempt is an innovator in religion who is not following the path 
of the believers... 

2. The second rank of books are books which don’t attain the rank of 
the Muwatta and the two Sahih’s but which are next after them. 
Their authors were well known for their reliability, integrity, memory 
and being deeply immersed in the laws of hadith, and in their books 
they were not satisfied to be lax about whatever they had set as 
conditions for themselves. Therefore those after them accepted these 
books as sound, and the hadith scholars and legal experts paid 
attention to them, generation after generation, and these books 
achieved a reputation among people. Some people were devoted to 
explaining their unusual (gharib) hadiths, investigating the 
transmitters, and making inferences about their juristic significance, 
and upon these hadiths are based the general hadith sciences. 

They include the Sunan of Abu Dawud and the Jam’i of Tirmidhi 
and al-Mujtaba of Nasa’i. The Hadiths of these books together with 
those of the first rank, are given attention by Razin in Tajrid al- 
Sihah and Ibn al-Athir in Jam’i al-’Usul, and the Musnad of Ahmad 
(ibn Hanbal) is generally included in this rank, for Imam Ahmad 
made (his book) a basis for discerning the sound and the faulty 
saying, ‘Do not accept what is not in it (my book).” 

3. The third rank is comprised of those Musnad, Jami’ 
and Musannaf works compiled before Bukhari and Muslim, during 
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their time, and after them which combine the sound, the good, the 
weak, and the recognized (ma’ruf) and the uncommon; the 
anomalous and the objectionable (munkar) the erroneous and the 
correct; and the continued and the transposed. They do not have the 
same reputation among the learned scholars, even if they are not 
given the designation of “absolute rejection”. 

The learned religious scholars have not given much currency to those 
hadiths found uniquely in these works, and the hadith scholars have 
not carried out major investigations into their soundness or 
faultiness. Among these books are the ones for which no linguist has 
rendered the service of explaining its rate expressions, nor has any 
legal scholar worked to reconcile it with the opinions of the pious 
ancestors, nor has any hadith scholar explained its problematic 
(mushkil) hadiths nor has any historian made mention of its 
transmitters. I do not refer to those recent authors who are hair 
splitters; rather I am speaking of the early leaders (imams) of the 
hadith scholars. Therefore their books have remained obscure, 
unknown, and undistinguished, such as the Musnad of Abu Ali, 
the Musannaf of Abdur Razzaq, the Musannaf of Abu Bakr ibn Abi 
Shaybah, the Musnad of ‘Abd ibn Humayd, Al-Taylisi, and the 
books of Bayhaqi, Tahawi and Tabrani. The goal of these authors 
was to collect whatever they found, not to extract the best, nor to 
refine them, nor to make them more accessible for use. 

4. The fourth rank are those whose authors after long centuries sought 
to gather hadiths which were not found in the first and second ranks 
of books, and these were in obscure Jami’ and Musnad works, then 
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they brought them to light. These had been transmitted from those 
whose reports the hadith scholars did not record, such as many of 
the jabbering preachers, heretics, and unreliable persons, or they 
were traditions (athar) of the Companions and the Successors, or 
reports of the Children of Israel, or from the philosophers and 
preachers, which were mixed by other transmitters with hadiths of 
the Prophet Si mistakenly or deliberately... .The place to find such 
hadiths is the Kitab al-Du’afa’ (The Book of the Unreliable Hadiths) 
of Ibn Hibban, Al-Kamil of Ibn ‘Adi and the books of Al-Khatib, 
Abu Nu’aym, Ibn ‘Asakir, Ibn an-Najjar, and Ad-Daylami, and 
the Musnad of Al-Khawarzimi is almost of this rank. The best of this 
rank are those which are weak but equivocal, and the worst are those 
which are fabricated and whose word order is transposed and which 
merit the strongest denial.” 127 


127 Shah Wali Allah, Hujjat Allah al-Balighah. 
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Appendix B: Duas from the Qur’an 


Cot Clit lla ( °Jcio Loj 

“Our Lord, accept (this) from us. Indeed You are the Hearing, the 
Knowing.” (2:127) 


jUli hoth ,p h3j o^P^t <uc?“ hjjjt ij hh hjj 

“Our Lord, give us in this world (that which is) good and in the 
Hereafter (that which is) good and protect us from the punishment 
of the Fire.” (2:201) 


jgjitS^Jt ^jilt llillil c-pj hJPp £jit hj) 

“Our Lord, pour upon us patience and plant firmly our feet and give us 
victory over the disbelieving people.” (2:250) 


hils jr? jgph ^Ip <uh?- US' Ijltfl hllp (JokS*- 1^3 jt U~>o 0) h*h>-(jj hjy 

^iljt ^^ip h)hajti Cot hi?“jtj hi i^plj tip tPP'j hi Siti? ^ U hI<L£ hjy 


“Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we have forgotten or erred. 
Our Lord, and lay not upon us a burden like that which You laid upon 
those before us. Our Lord, and burden us not with that which we have no 
ability to bear. And pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy upon us. You 
are our protector, so give us victory over the disbelieving people.” (2:286) 
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OUijh tUo\ 3 hJ Oaj 4414* ij 4*1 4 j_^1j V 4j) 

“Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us 
from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.” (3:8) 


jujI O'4f • uSj Uj_yi UJ jftpl3 u^l uj) Ujj 

“Our Lord, indeed we have believed, so forgive us our sins and protect us 
from the punishment of the Fire,” (3:16) 


^jj»tftL4J' ^a U-Lw; 12 Ua*j' 3 t_Jjj' Us U4' 

“Our Lord, we have believed in what You revealed and have followed the 
messenger so register us among the witnesses (to truth).” (3:53) 


Uw'4i' o4jj 4y 4 1 tj 4-jjjj hi Jit' hjj 

“Our Lord, forgive us our sins and the excess (committed) in our affairs 
and plant firmly our feet and give us victory over the disbelieving people.” 

(3:147) 

jliit C r >\Xz Uii dh wIj '4a cJiU- U hi)) 

“Our Lord, You did not create this (heavens and earth) aimlessly; exalted 
are You (above such a thing); then protect us from the punishment of the 

Fire.” (3:191) 
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lijl£4> lit JiSj Uijji hi °j&s -ll lljj llali Ijwt O' Oli^U t£ihj jSalli Uir 1 hjl hi) 


“Our Lord, indeed we have heard a caller calling to faith, (saying), ‘Believe 
in your Lord,’ and we have believed. Our Lord, so forgive us our sins and 
remove from us our misdeeds and cause us to die with the 
righteous.”(3:193) 


fjyAj oJjjJ ja lOJ Ji^lj llJij dJh»d ja UJ Jv -13 I 4 W filial' Sjjlit o4a ja h4j?-t hi) 

“Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint for us 
from Yourself a protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper?” 

(4:75) 

ll^Jj ll! °yix3 l 0)3 UCwiif Ulik hi) 

“Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and 
have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers.” (7:23) 


^jjjilSs!' oIjj 54 s blip hi) 

“Our Lord, pour upon us patience and plant firmly our feet and give us 
victory over the disbelieving people.” (2:250) 


jyJllaJt ^ hi) 

“Our Lord, do not place us with the wrongdoing people.” (7:47) 
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jo- CJij JpkU jUJ U4 j Q) 

“Our Lord, decide between us and our people in truth, and You are the best 
of those who give decision” (7:89) 


iXt-s Uj) j?3 40 

“My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and [many] from my 
descendants. Our Lord, and accept my supplication.” (14:40) 

33 ? 0^3^43 44'3^3 4 34^' 43 

“Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers the Day the 
account is established.” (14:41) 

\Xiij UJ ls^3 S>3 41iuJ ^pA UiT Ujj 

“Our Lord, grant us from Yourself mercy and prepare for us from our affair 

right guidance.” (18:10) 


l a \ j £ 0U 11£1Up 0! ) y^ UplUP Up *- 3 ***£' Ujj 

“Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of Hell. Indeed, its punishment is 

ever adhering.” (25:65) 


UUI jJ&J} ui*?-lj jjp! oji llJtjjij 4 4-* 4) 

“Our Lord, grant us from among our wives and offspring comfort to our 
eyes and make us an example for the righteous.” (25:74) 
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cjicp ^433 4 JiLc> 'jMj ($ 5 ^ 34^ UJpj ^s" cjujj ^3 

“Our Lord, You have encompassed all things in mercy and knowledge, so 
forgive those who have repented and followed Your way and protect them 
from the punishment of Hellfire.” (40:7) 


c~it cijt (iifijjj (*4^'3 ^3 

1 jjUt CiJij «>3 *AiS CjUISJI CjUI^JI j*#^4 jjjidt 


“Our Lord, and admit them to gardens of perpetual residence which You 
have promised them and whoever was righteous among their fathers, their 
spouses and their offspring. Indeed, it is You who is the Exalted in Might, 
the Wise. And protect them from the evil consequences (of their deeds). 

And he whom You protect from evil consequences that Day - You will have 
given him mercy. And that is the great attainment.” (40:8-9) 


ciit Ujj tjo«T ^41! *§&• ti^ij (3 ouYu 6 y LC ^iJt tc' 3^"^3 ^ 34^' ^3 

i*, 

t« -- a > 

“Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and put 
not in our hearts (any) resentment toward those who have believed. Our 
Lord, indeed You are Kind and Merciful.” (59:10) 


j\ «i<g 1 1 CJLJ 13 ILjI CfJtj UISjj cL4^ Ujj 

“Our Lord, upon You we have relied, and to You we have returned, and to 
You is the destination.”(60:4) 


93 



<3 ^ 3^^' ^'3 ^3 ^4 gjb iii x»* j dl l^3j' 46 

^j^L-woL 4|3 414) O'-;-* ^) 

“My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your favour which You have 
bestowed upon me and upon my parents and to work righteousness of 
which You will approve and make righteous for me my offspring. Indeed, I 
have repented to You, and indeed, I am of the Muslims.” (46:15) 


^ si . ^ > ji'f 

Ujj'Vfl.** lM tiJj ijpij l ^A £X) 

“My Lord, I seek refuge in You from the incitements of the devils. And I 
seek refuge in You, my Lord, lest they be present with me.” (23:97-98) 


U4" u$>y oy 

“My Lord, have mercy upon them (my parents) as they brought me up 
(when I was) small.” (17:24) 


(jysMjJt jU- CJij (t^"3'3 46 

“My Lord, forgive and have mercy, and You are the best of the merciful.” 

(23:118) 


Uif 03 

“My Lord, increase me in knowledge.” (20:114) 
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